
 
July 26, 2017 

 

Office of the Secretary of State of Alabama 

The Honorable John Merrill, Secretary of State 

PO Box 5616 

Montgomery, AL 36103 

 

Dear Secretary Merrill, 

 

In my capacity as Vice Chair of the Presidential Advisory Commission on Election Integrity, I 

wrote to you on June 28, 2017, to request publicly available voter registration records.  On July 

10, 2017, the Commission staff requested that you delay submitting any records until the U.S. 

District Court for the District of Columbia ruled on a motion from the Electronic Privacy 

Information Center that sought to prevent the Commission from receiving the records. On July 

24, 2017, the court denied that motion.  In light of that decision in the Commission’s favor, I 

write to renew the June 28 request, as well as to answer questions some States raised about the 

request’s scope and the Commission’s intent regarding its use of the registration records.  I 

appreciate the cooperation of chief election officials from more than 30 States who have already 

responded to the June 28 request and either agreed to provide these publicly available records, or 

are currently evaluating what specific records they may provide in accordance with their State 

laws.  

Like you, I serve as the chief election official of my State. And like you, ensuring the privacy 

and security of any non-public voter information is a high priority.  My June 28 letter only 

requested information that is already available to the public under the laws of your State, which 

is information that States regularly provide to political candidates, journalists, and other 

interested members of the public.  As you know, federal law requires the States to maintain 

certain voter registration information and make it available to the public pursuant to the National 

Voter Registration Act (NVRA) and the Help America Vote Act (HAVA).  The Commission 

recognizes that State laws differ regarding what specific voter registration information is publicly 

available. 

I want to assure you that the Commission will not publicly release any personally identifiable 

information regarding any individual voter or any group of voters from the voter registration 

records you submit.  Individuals’ voter registration records will be kept confidential and secure 

throughout the duration of the Commission’s existence.  Once the Commission’s analysis is 



complete, the Commission will dispose of the data as permitted by federal law. The only 

information that will be made public are statistical conclusions drawn from the data, other 

general observations that may be drawn from the data, and any correspondence that you may 

send to the Commission in response to the narrative questions enumerated in the June 28 letter.  

Let me be clear, the Commission will not release any personally identifiable information from 

voter registration records to the public.  

In addition, to address issues raised in recent litigation regarding the data transfer portal, the 

Commission is offering a new tool for you to transmit data directly to the White House computer 

system.  To securely submit your State’s data, please have a member of your staff contact Ron 

Williams on the Commission’s staff at ElectionIntegrityStaff@ovp.eop.gov and provide his or 

her contact information. Commission staff will then reach out to your point of contact to provide 

detailed instructions for submitting the data securely. 

The Commission will approach all of its work without preconceived conclusions or 

prejudgments.  The Members of this bipartisan Commission are interested in gathering facts and 

going where those facts lead.  We take seriously the Commissions’ mission pursuant to 

Executive Order 13799 to identify those laws, rules, policies, activities, strategies, and practices 

that either enhance or undermine the integrity of elections processes.  I look forward to working 

with you in the months ahead to advance those objectives. 

Sincerely,  

 

 

Kris W. Kobach 

Vice Chair 

Presidential Advisory Commission on Election Integrity  

mailto:ElectionIntegrityStaff@ovp.eop.gov


 
July 26, 2017 

 

Office of the Lieutenant Governor of Alaska 

The Honorable Byron Mallott, Lieutenant Governor 

PO Box 11001 

Juneau, AK 99811 

 

Dear Lieutenant Governor Mallott, 

 

In my capacity as Vice Chair of the Presidential Advisory Commission on Election Integrity, I 

wrote to you on June 28, 2017, to request publicly available voter registration records.  On July 

10, 2017, the Commission staff requested that you delay submitting any records until the U.S. 

District Court for the District of Columbia ruled on a motion from the Electronic Privacy 

Information Center that sought to prevent the Commission from receiving the records. On July 

24, 2017, the court denied that motion.  In light of that decision in the Commission’s favor, I 

write to renew the June 28 request, as well as to answer questions some States raised about the 

request’s scope and the Commission’s intent regarding its use of the registration records.  I 

appreciate the cooperation of chief election officials from more than 30 States who have already 

responded to the June 28 request and either agreed to provide these publicly available records, or 

are currently evaluating what specific records they may provide in accordance with their State 

laws.  

Like you, I serve as the chief election official of my State. And like you, ensuring the privacy 

and security of any non-public voter information is a high priority.  My June 28 letter only 

requested information that is already available to the public under the laws of your State, which 

is information that States regularly provide to political candidates, journalists, and other 

interested members of the public.  As you know, federal law requires the States to maintain 

certain voter registration information and make it available to the public pursuant to the National 

Voter Registration Act (NVRA) and the Help America Vote Act (HAVA).  The Commission 

recognizes that State laws differ regarding what specific voter registration information is publicly 

available. 

I want to assure you that the Commission will not publicly release any personally identifiable 

information regarding any individual voter or any group of voters from the voter registration 

records you submit.  Individuals’ voter registration records will be kept confidential and secure 

throughout the duration of the Commission’s existence.  Once the Commission’s analysis is 



complete, the Commission will dispose of the data as permitted by federal law. The only 

information that will be made public are statistical conclusions drawn from the data, other 

general observations that may be drawn from the data, and any correspondence that you may 

send to the Commission in response to the narrative questions enumerated in the June 28 letter.  

Let me be clear, the Commission will not release any personally identifiable information from 

voter registration records to the public.  

In addition, to address issues raised in recent litigation regarding the data transfer portal, the 

Commission is offering a new tool for you to transmit data directly to the White House computer 

system.  To securely submit your State’s data, please have a member of your staff contact Ron 

Williams on the Commission’s staff at ElectionIntegrityStaff@ovp.eop.gov and provide his or 

her contact information. Commission staff will then reach out to your point of contact to provide 

detailed instructions for submitting the data securely. 

The Commission will approach all of its work without preconceived conclusions or 

prejudgments.  The Members of this bipartisan Commission are interested in gathering facts and 

going where those facts lead.  We take seriously the Commissions’ mission pursuant to 

Executive Order 13799 to identify those laws, rules, policies, activities, strategies, and practices 

that either enhance or undermine the integrity of elections processes.  I look forward to working 

with you in the months ahead to advance those objectives. 

Sincerely,  

 

 

Kris W. Kobach 

Vice Chair 

Presidential Advisory Commission on Election Integrity  

mailto:ElectionIntegrityStaff@ovp.eop.gov


 
July 26, 2017 

 

Office of the Secretary of State of Arizona 

The Honorable Michele Reagan, Secretary of State 

1700 W Washington St Fl 7 

Phoenix, AZ 85007 

 

Dear Secretary Reagan, 

 

In my capacity as Vice Chair of the Presidential Advisory Commission on Election Integrity, I 

wrote to you on June 28, 2017, to request publicly available voter registration records.  On July 

10, 2017, the Commission staff requested that you delay submitting any records until the U.S. 

District Court for the District of Columbia ruled on a motion from the Electronic Privacy 

Information Center that sought to prevent the Commission from receiving the records. On July 

24, 2017, the court denied that motion.  In light of that decision in the Commission’s favor, I 

write to renew the June 28 request, as well as to answer questions some States raised about the 

request’s scope and the Commission’s intent regarding its use of the registration records.  I 

appreciate the cooperation of chief election officials from more than 30 States who have already 

responded to the June 28 request and either agreed to provide these publicly available records, or 

are currently evaluating what specific records they may provide in accordance with their State 

laws.  

Like you, I serve as the chief election official of my State. And like you, ensuring the privacy 

and security of any non-public voter information is a high priority.  My June 28 letter only 

requested information that is already available to the public under the laws of your State, which 

is information that States regularly provide to political candidates, journalists, and other 

interested members of the public.  As you know, federal law requires the States to maintain 

certain voter registration information and make it available to the public pursuant to the National 

Voter Registration Act (NVRA) and the Help America Vote Act (HAVA).  The Commission 

recognizes that State laws differ regarding what specific voter registration information is publicly 

available. 

I want to assure you that the Commission will not publicly release any personally identifiable 

information regarding any individual voter or any group of voters from the voter registration 

records you submit.  Individuals’ voter registration records will be kept confidential and secure 

throughout the duration of the Commission’s existence.  Once the Commission’s analysis is 



complete, the Commission will dispose of the data as permitted by federal law. The only 

information that will be made public are statistical conclusions drawn from the data, other 

general observations that may be drawn from the data, and any correspondence that you may 

send to the Commission in response to the narrative questions enumerated in the June 28 letter.  

Let me be clear, the Commission will not release any personally identifiable information from 

voter registration records to the public.  

In addition, to address issues raised in recent litigation regarding the data transfer portal, the 

Commission is offering a new tool for you to transmit data directly to the White House computer 

system.  To securely submit your State’s data, please have a member of your staff contact Ron 

Williams on the Commission’s staff at ElectionIntegrityStaff@ovp.eop.gov and provide his or 

her contact information. Commission staff will then reach out to your point of contact to provide 

detailed instructions for submitting the data securely. 

The Commission will approach all of its work without preconceived conclusions or 

prejudgments.  The Members of this bipartisan Commission are interested in gathering facts and 

going where those facts lead.  We take seriously the Commissions’ mission pursuant to 

Executive Order 13799 to identify those laws, rules, policies, activities, strategies, and practices 

that either enhance or undermine the integrity of elections processes.  I look forward to working 

with you in the months ahead to advance those objectives. 

Sincerely,  

 

 

Kris W. Kobach 

Vice Chair 

Presidential Advisory Commission on Election Integrity  

mailto:ElectionIntegrityStaff@ovp.eop.gov


 
July 26, 2017 

 

Office of the Secretary of State of Arkansas 

The Honorable Mark Martin, Secretary of State 

State Capitol, Suite 256 

500 Woodlane Avenue 

Little Rock, AR 72201 

 

Dear Secretary Martin, 

 

In my capacity as Vice Chair of the Presidential Advisory Commission on Election Integrity, I 

wrote to you on June 28, 2017, to request publicly available voter registration records.  On July 

10, 2017, the Commission staff requested that you delay submitting any records until the U.S. 

District Court for the District of Columbia ruled on a motion from the Electronic Privacy 

Information Center that sought to prevent the Commission from receiving the records. On July 

24, 2017, the court denied that motion.  In light of that decision in the Commission’s favor, I 

write to renew the June 28 request, as well as to answer questions some States raised about the 

request’s scope and the Commission’s intent regarding its use of the registration records.  I 

appreciate the cooperation of chief election officials from more than 30 States who have already 

responded to the June 28 request and either agreed to provide these publicly available records, or 

are currently evaluating what specific records they may provide in accordance with their State 

laws.  

Like you, I serve as the chief election official of my State. And like you, ensuring the privacy 

and security of any non-public voter information is a high priority.  My June 28 letter only 

requested information that is already available to the public under the laws of your State, which 

is information that States regularly provide to political candidates, journalists, and other 

interested members of the public.  As you know, federal law requires the States to maintain 

certain voter registration information and make it available to the public pursuant to the National 

Voter Registration Act (NVRA) and the Help America Vote Act (HAVA).  The Commission 

recognizes that State laws differ regarding what specific voter registration information is publicly 

available. 

I want to assure you that the Commission will not publicly release any personally identifiable 

information regarding any individual voter or any group of voters from the voter registration 

records you submit.  Individuals’ voter registration records will be kept confidential and secure 



throughout the duration of the Commission’s existence.  Once the Commission’s analysis is 

complete, the Commission will dispose of the data as permitted by federal law. The only 

information that will be made public are statistical conclusions drawn from the data, other 

general observations that may be drawn from the data, and any correspondence that you may 

send to the Commission in response to the narrative questions enumerated in the June 28 letter.  

Let me be clear, the Commission will not release any personally identifiable information from 

voter registration records to the public.  

In addition, to address issues raised in recent litigation regarding the data transfer portal, the 

Commission is offering a new tool for you to transmit data directly to the White House computer 

system.  To securely submit your State’s data, please have a member of your staff contact Ron 

Williams on the Commission’s staff at ElectionIntegrityStaff@ovp.eop.gov and provide his or 

her contact information. Commission staff will then reach out to your point of contact to provide 

detailed instructions for submitting the data securely. 

The Commission will approach all of its work without preconceived conclusions or 

prejudgments.  The Members of this bipartisan Commission are interested in gathering facts and 

going where those facts lead.  We take seriously the Commissions’ mission pursuant to 

Executive Order 13799 to identify those laws, rules, policies, activities, strategies, and practices 

that either enhance or undermine the integrity of elections processes.  I look forward to working 

with you in the months ahead to advance those objectives. 

Sincerely,  

 

 

Kris W. Kobach 

Vice Chair 

Presidential Advisory Commission on Election Integrity  

mailto:ElectionIntegrityStaff@ovp.eop.gov


 
July 26, 2017 

 

Office of the Secretary of State of California 

The Honorable Alex Padilla, Secretary of State 

1500 11th Street 

Sacramento, CA 95814 

 

Dear Secretary Padilla, 

 

In my capacity as Vice Chair of the Presidential Advisory Commission on Election Integrity, I 

wrote to you on June 28, 2017, to request publicly available voter registration records.  On July 

10, 2017, the Commission staff requested that you delay submitting any records until the U.S. 

District Court for the District of Columbia ruled on a motion from the Electronic Privacy 

Information Center that sought to prevent the Commission from receiving the records. On July 

24, 2017, the court denied that motion.  In light of that decision in the Commission’s favor, I 

write to renew the June 28 request, as well as to answer questions some States raised about the 

request’s scope and the Commission’s intent regarding its use of the registration records.  I 

appreciate the cooperation of chief election officials from more than 30 States who have already 

responded to the June 28 request and either agreed to provide these publicly available records, or 

are currently evaluating what specific records they may provide in accordance with their State 

laws.  

Like you, I serve as the chief election official of my State. And like you, ensuring the privacy 

and security of any non-public voter information is a high priority.  My June 28 letter only 

requested information that is already available to the public under the laws of your State, which 

is information that States regularly provide to political candidates, journalists, and other 

interested members of the public.  As you know, federal law requires the States to maintain 

certain voter registration information and make it available to the public pursuant to the National 

Voter Registration Act (NVRA) and the Help America Vote Act (HAVA).  The Commission 

recognizes that State laws differ regarding what specific voter registration information is publicly 

available. 

I want to assure you that the Commission will not publicly release any personally identifiable 

information regarding any individual voter or any group of voters from the voter registration 

records you submit.  Individuals’ voter registration records will be kept confidential and secure 

throughout the duration of the Commission’s existence.  Once the Commission’s analysis is 



complete, the Commission will dispose of the data as permitted by federal law. The only 

information that will be made public are statistical conclusions drawn from the data, other 

general observations that may be drawn from the data, and any correspondence that you may 

send to the Commission in response to the narrative questions enumerated in the June 28 letter.  

Let me be clear, the Commission will not release any personally identifiable information from 

voter registration records to the public.  

In addition, to address issues raised in recent litigation regarding the data transfer portal, the 

Commission is offering a new tool for you to transmit data directly to the White House computer 

system.  To securely submit your State’s data, please have a member of your staff contact Ron 

Williams on the Commission’s staff at ElectionIntegrityStaff@ovp.eop.gov and provide his or 

her contact information. Commission staff will then reach out to your point of contact to provide 

detailed instructions for submitting the data securely. 

The Commission will approach all of its work without preconceived conclusions or 

prejudgments.  The Members of this bipartisan Commission are interested in gathering facts and 

going where those facts lead.  We take seriously the Commissions’ mission pursuant to 

Executive Order 13799 to identify those laws, rules, policies, activities, strategies, and practices 

that either enhance or undermine the integrity of elections processes.  I look forward to working 

with you in the months ahead to advance those objectives. 

Sincerely,  

 

 

Kris W. Kobach 

Vice Chair 

Presidential Advisory Commission on Election Integrity  

mailto:ElectionIntegrityStaff@ovp.eop.gov


 
July 26, 2017 

 

Office of the Secretary of State of Colorado 

The Honorable Wayne Williams, Secretary of State 

1700 Broadway, Suite 200 

Denver, CO 80290 

 

Dear Secretary Williams, 

 

In my capacity as Vice Chair of the Presidential Advisory Commission on Election Integrity, I 

wrote to you on June 28, 2017, to request publicly available voter registration records.  On July 

10, 2017, the Commission staff requested that you delay submitting any records until the U.S. 

District Court for the District of Columbia ruled on a motion from the Electronic Privacy 

Information Center that sought to prevent the Commission from receiving the records. On July 

24, 2017, the court denied that motion.  In light of that decision in the Commission’s favor, I 

write to renew the June 28 request, as well as to answer questions some States raised about the 

request’s scope and the Commission’s intent regarding its use of the registration records.  I 

appreciate the cooperation of chief election officials from more than 30 States who have already 

responded to the June 28 request and either agreed to provide these publicly available records, or 

are currently evaluating what specific records they may provide in accordance with their State 

laws.  

Like you, I serve as the chief election official of my State. And like you, ensuring the privacy 

and security of any non-public voter information is a high priority.  My June 28 letter only 

requested information that is already available to the public under the laws of your State, which 

is information that States regularly provide to political candidates, journalists, and other 

interested members of the public.  As you know, federal law requires the States to maintain 

certain voter registration information and make it available to the public pursuant to the National 

Voter Registration Act (NVRA) and the Help America Vote Act (HAVA).  The Commission 

recognizes that State laws differ regarding what specific voter registration information is publicly 

available. 

I want to assure you that the Commission will not publicly release any personally identifiable 

information regarding any individual voter or any group of voters from the voter registration 

records you submit.  Individuals’ voter registration records will be kept confidential and secure 

throughout the duration of the Commission’s existence.  Once the Commission’s analysis is 



complete, the Commission will dispose of the data as permitted by federal law. The only 

information that will be made public are statistical conclusions drawn from the data, other 

general observations that may be drawn from the data, and any correspondence that you may 

send to the Commission in response to the narrative questions enumerated in the June 28 letter.  

Let me be clear, the Commission will not release any personally identifiable information from 

voter registration records to the public.  

In addition, to address issues raised in recent litigation regarding the data transfer portal, the 

Commission is offering a new tool for you to transmit data directly to the White House computer 

system.  To securely submit your State’s data, please have a member of your staff contact Ron 

Williams on the Commission’s staff at ElectionIntegrityStaff@ovp.eop.gov and provide his or 

her contact information. Commission staff will then reach out to your point of contact to provide 

detailed instructions for submitting the data securely. 

The Commission will approach all of its work without preconceived conclusions or 

prejudgments.  The Members of this bipartisan Commission are interested in gathering facts and 

going where those facts lead.  We take seriously the Commissions’ mission pursuant to 

Executive Order 13799 to identify those laws, rules, policies, activities, strategies, and practices 

that either enhance or undermine the integrity of elections processes.  I look forward to working 

with you in the months ahead to advance those objectives. 

Sincerely,  

 

 

Kris W. Kobach 

Vice Chair 

Presidential Advisory Commission on Election Integrity  

mailto:ElectionIntegrityStaff@ovp.eop.gov


 
July 26, 2017 

 

Office of the Secretary of State of Connecticut 

The Honorable Denise Merrill, Secretary of State 

30 Trinity Street 

Hartford, CT 06106 

 

Dear Secretary Merrill, 

 

In my capacity as Vice Chair of the Presidential Advisory Commission on Election Integrity, I 

wrote to you on June 28, 2017, to request publicly available voter registration records.  On July 

10, 2017, the Commission staff requested that you delay submitting any records until the U.S. 

District Court for the District of Columbia ruled on a motion from the Electronic Privacy 

Information Center that sought to prevent the Commission from receiving the records. On July 

24, 2017, the court denied that motion.  In light of that decision in the Commission’s favor, I 

write to renew the June 28 request, as well as to answer questions some States raised about the 

request’s scope and the Commission’s intent regarding its use of the registration records.  I 

appreciate the cooperation of chief election officials from more than 30 States who have already 

responded to the June 28 request and either agreed to provide these publicly available records, or 

are currently evaluating what specific records they may provide in accordance with their State 

laws.  

Like you, I serve as the chief election official of my State. And like you, ensuring the privacy 

and security of any non-public voter information is a high priority.  My June 28 letter only 

requested information that is already available to the public under the laws of your State, which 

is information that States regularly provide to political candidates, journalists, and other 

interested members of the public.  As you know, federal law requires the States to maintain 

certain voter registration information and make it available to the public pursuant to the National 

Voter Registration Act (NVRA) and the Help America Vote Act (HAVA).  The Commission 

recognizes that State laws differ regarding what specific voter registration information is publicly 

available. 

I want to assure you that the Commission will not publicly release any personally identifiable 

information regarding any individual voter or any group of voters from the voter registration 

records you submit.  Individuals’ voter registration records will be kept confidential and secure 

throughout the duration of the Commission’s existence.  Once the Commission’s analysis is 



complete, the Commission will dispose of the data as permitted by federal law. The only 

information that will be made public are statistical conclusions drawn from the data, other 

general observations that may be drawn from the data, and any correspondence that you may 

send to the Commission in response to the narrative questions enumerated in the June 28 letter.  

Let me be clear, the Commission will not release any personally identifiable information from 

voter registration records to the public.  

In addition, to address issues raised in recent litigation regarding the data transfer portal, the 

Commission is offering a new tool for you to transmit data directly to the White House computer 

system.  To securely submit your State’s data, please have a member of your staff contact Ron 

Williams on the Commission’s staff at ElectionIntegrityStaff@ovp.eop.gov and provide his or 

her contact information. Commission staff will then reach out to your point of contact to provide 

detailed instructions for submitting the data securely. 

The Commission will approach all of its work without preconceived conclusions or 

prejudgments.  The Members of this bipartisan Commission are interested in gathering facts and 

going where those facts lead.  We take seriously the Commissions’ mission pursuant to 

Executive Order 13799 to identify those laws, rules, policies, activities, strategies, and practices 

that either enhance or undermine the integrity of elections processes.  I look forward to working 

with you in the months ahead to advance those objectives. 

Sincerely,  

 

 

Kris W. Kobach 

Vice Chair 

Presidential Advisory Commission on Election Integrity  

mailto:ElectionIntegrityStaff@ovp.eop.gov


 
July 26, 2017 

 

District of Columbia Board of Elections 

Ms. Alice Miller, Executive Director 

441 4th Street, NW, Suite 250 North 

Washington, D.C. 20001 

 

Dear Executive Director Miller, 

 

In my capacity as Vice Chair of the Presidential Advisory Commission on Election Integrity, I 

wrote to you on June 28, 2017, to request publicly available voter registration records.  On July 

10, 2017, the Commission staff requested that you delay submitting any records until the U.S. 

District Court for the District of Columbia ruled on a motion from the Electronic Privacy 

Information Center that sought to prevent the Commission from receiving the records. On July 

24, 2017, the court denied that motion.  In light of that decision in the Commission’s favor, I 

write to renew the June 28 request, as well as to answer questions some States raised about the 

request’s scope and the Commission’s intent regarding its use of the registration records.  I 

appreciate the cooperation of chief election officials from more than 30 States who have already 

responded to the June 28 request and either agreed to provide these publicly available records, or 

are currently evaluating what specific records they may provide in accordance with their State 

laws.  

Like you, I serve as the chief election official of my State. And like you, ensuring the privacy 

and security of any non-public voter information is a high priority.  My June 28 letter only 

requested information that is already available to the public under the laws of your State, which 

is information that States regularly provide to political candidates, journalists, and other 

interested members of the public.  As you know, federal law requires the States to maintain 

certain voter registration information and make it available to the public pursuant to the National 

Voter Registration Act (NVRA) and the Help America Vote Act (HAVA).  The Commission 

recognizes that State laws differ regarding what specific voter registration information is publicly 

available. 

I want to assure you that the Commission will not publicly release any personally identifiable 

information regarding any individual voter or any group of voters from the voter registration 

records you submit.  Individuals’ voter registration records will be kept confidential and secure 

throughout the duration of the Commission’s existence.  Once the Commission’s analysis is 



complete, the Commission will dispose of the data as permitted by federal law. The only 

information that will be made public are statistical conclusions drawn from the data, other 

general observations that may be drawn from the data, and any correspondence that you may 

send to the Commission in response to the narrative questions enumerated in the June 28 letter.  

Let me be clear, the Commission will not release any personally identifiable information from 

voter registration records to the public.  

In addition, to address issues raised in recent litigation regarding the data transfer portal, the 

Commission is offering a new tool for you to transmit data directly to the White House computer 

system.  To securely submit your State’s data, please have a member of your staff contact Ron 

Williams on the Commission’s staff at ElectionIntegrityStaff@ovp.eop.gov and provide his or 

her contact information. Commission staff will then reach out to your point of contact to provide 

detailed instructions for submitting the data securely. 

The Commission will approach all of its work without preconceived conclusions or 

prejudgments.  The Members of this bipartisan Commission are interested in gathering facts and 

going where those facts lead.  We take seriously the Commissions’ mission pursuant to 

Executive Order 13799 to identify those laws, rules, policies, activities, strategies, and practices 

that either enhance or undermine the integrity of elections processes.  I look forward to working 

with you in the months ahead to advance those objectives. 

Sincerely,  

 

 

Kris W. Kobach 

Vice Chair 

Presidential Advisory Commission on Election Integrity  

mailto:ElectionIntegrityStaff@ovp.eop.gov


 
July 26, 2017 

 

Delaware Department of Elections 

Ms. Elaine Manlove, Commissioner 

905 S. Governors Ave Ste 170 

Dover, DE 19904 

 

Dear Commissioner Manlove, 

 

In my capacity as Vice Chair of the Presidential Advisory Commission on Election Integrity, I 

wrote to you on June 28, 2017, to request publicly available voter registration records.  On July 

10, 2017, the Commission staff requested that you delay submitting any records until the U.S. 

District Court for the District of Columbia ruled on a motion from the Electronic Privacy 

Information Center that sought to prevent the Commission from receiving the records. On July 

24, 2017, the court denied that motion.  In light of that decision in the Commission’s favor, I 

write to renew the June 28 request, as well as to answer questions some States raised about the 

request’s scope and the Commission’s intent regarding its use of the registration records.  I 

appreciate the cooperation of chief election officials from more than 30 States who have already 

responded to the June 28 request and either agreed to provide these publicly available records, or 

are currently evaluating what specific records they may provide in accordance with their State 

laws.  

Like you, I serve as the chief election official of my State. And like you, ensuring the privacy 

and security of any non-public voter information is a high priority.  My June 28 letter only 

requested information that is already available to the public under the laws of your State, which 

is information that States regularly provide to political candidates, journalists, and other 

interested members of the public.  As you know, federal law requires the States to maintain 

certain voter registration information and make it available to the public pursuant to the National 

Voter Registration Act (NVRA) and the Help America Vote Act (HAVA).  The Commission 

recognizes that State laws differ regarding what specific voter registration information is publicly 

available. 

I want to assure you that the Commission will not publicly release any personally identifiable 

information regarding any individual voter or any group of voters from the voter registration 

records you submit.  Individuals’ voter registration records will be kept confidential and secure 

throughout the duration of the Commission’s existence.  Once the Commission’s analysis is 



complete, the Commission will dispose of the data as permitted by federal law. The only 

information that will be made public are statistical conclusions drawn from the data, other 

general observations that may be drawn from the data, and any correspondence that you may 

send to the Commission in response to the narrative questions enumerated in the June 28 letter.  

Let me be clear, the Commission will not release any personally identifiable information from 

voter registration records to the public.  

In addition, to address issues raised in recent litigation regarding the data transfer portal, the 

Commission is offering a new tool for you to transmit data directly to the White House computer 

system.  To securely submit your State’s data, please have a member of your staff contact Ron 

Williams on the Commission’s staff at ElectionIntegrityStaff@ovp.eop.gov and provide his or 

her contact information. Commission staff will then reach out to your point of contact to provide 

detailed instructions for submitting the data securely. 

The Commission will approach all of its work without preconceived conclusions or 

prejudgments.  The Members of this bipartisan Commission are interested in gathering facts and 

going where those facts lead.  We take seriously the Commissions’ mission pursuant to 

Executive Order 13799 to identify those laws, rules, policies, activities, strategies, and practices 

that either enhance or undermine the integrity of elections processes.  I look forward to working 

with you in the months ahead to advance those objectives. 

Sincerely,  

 

 

Kris W. Kobach 

Vice Chair 

Presidential Advisory Commission on Election Integrity  

mailto:ElectionIntegrityStaff@ovp.eop.gov


 
July 26, 2017 

 

Office of the Secretary of State of Florida 

The Honorable Ken Detzner, Secretary of State 

R.A. Gray Bldg., 500 South Bronough Street 

Tallahassee, FL 32399 

 

Dear Secretary Detzner, 

 

In my capacity as Vice Chair of the Presidential Advisory Commission on Election Integrity, I 

wrote to you on June 28, 2017, to request publicly available voter registration records.  On July 

10, 2017, the Commission staff requested that you delay submitting any records until the U.S. 

District Court for the District of Columbia ruled on a motion from the Electronic Privacy 

Information Center that sought to prevent the Commission from receiving the records. On July 

24, 2017, the court denied that motion.  In light of that decision in the Commission’s favor, I 

write to renew the June 28 request, as well as to answer questions some States raised about the 

request’s scope and the Commission’s intent regarding its use of the registration records.  I 

appreciate the cooperation of chief election officials from more than 30 States who have already 

responded to the June 28 request and either agreed to provide these publicly available records, or 

are currently evaluating what specific records they may provide in accordance with their State 

laws.  

Like you, I serve as the chief election official of my State. And like you, ensuring the privacy 

and security of any non-public voter information is a high priority.  My June 28 letter only 

requested information that is already available to the public under the laws of your State, which 

is information that States regularly provide to political candidates, journalists, and other 

interested members of the public.  As you know, federal law requires the States to maintain 

certain voter registration information and make it available to the public pursuant to the National 

Voter Registration Act (NVRA) and the Help America Vote Act (HAVA).  The Commission 

recognizes that State laws differ regarding what specific voter registration information is publicly 

available. 

I want to assure you that the Commission will not publicly release any personally identifiable 

information regarding any individual voter or any group of voters from the voter registration 

records you submit.  Individuals’ voter registration records will be kept confidential and secure 

throughout the duration of the Commission’s existence.  Once the Commission’s analysis is 



complete, the Commission will dispose of the data as permitted by federal law. The only 

information that will be made public are statistical conclusions drawn from the data, other 

general observations that may be drawn from the data, and any correspondence that you may 

send to the Commission in response to the narrative questions enumerated in the June 28 letter.  

Let me be clear, the Commission will not release any personally identifiable information from 

voter registration records to the public.  

In addition, to address issues raised in recent litigation regarding the data transfer portal, the 

Commission is offering a new tool for you to transmit data directly to the White House computer 

system.  To securely submit your State’s data, please have a member of your staff contact Ron 

Williams on the Commission’s staff at ElectionIntegrityStaff@ovp.eop.gov and provide his or 

her contact information. Commission staff will then reach out to your point of contact to provide 

detailed instructions for submitting the data securely. 

The Commission will approach all of its work without preconceived conclusions or 

prejudgments.  The Members of this bipartisan Commission are interested in gathering facts and 

going where those facts lead.  We take seriously the Commissions’ mission pursuant to 

Executive Order 13799 to identify those laws, rules, policies, activities, strategies, and practices 

that either enhance or undermine the integrity of elections processes.  I look forward to working 

with you in the months ahead to advance those objectives. 

Sincerely,  

 

 

Kris W. Kobach 

Vice Chair 

Presidential Advisory Commission on Election Integrity  

mailto:ElectionIntegrityStaff@ovp.eop.gov


 
July 26, 2017 

 

Office of the Secretary of State of Georgia 

The Honorable Brian Kemp, Secretary of State 

214 State Capitol 

Atlanta, GA 30334 

 

Dear Secretary Kemp, 

 

In my capacity as Vice Chair of the Presidential Advisory Commission on Election Integrity, I 

wrote to you on June 28, 2017, to request publicly available voter registration records.  On July 

10, 2017, the Commission staff requested that you delay submitting any records until the U.S. 

District Court for the District of Columbia ruled on a motion from the Electronic Privacy 

Information Center that sought to prevent the Commission from receiving the records. On July 

24, 2017, the court denied that motion.  In light of that decision in the Commission’s favor, I 

write to renew the June 28 request, as well as to answer questions some States raised about the 

request’s scope and the Commission’s intent regarding its use of the registration records.  I 

appreciate the cooperation of chief election officials from more than 30 States who have already 

responded to the June 28 request and either agreed to provide these publicly available records, or 

are currently evaluating what specific records they may provide in accordance with their State 

laws.  

Like you, I serve as the chief election official of my State. And like you, ensuring the privacy 

and security of any non-public voter information is a high priority.  My June 28 letter only 

requested information that is already available to the public under the laws of your State, which 

is information that States regularly provide to political candidates, journalists, and other 

interested members of the public.  As you know, federal law requires the States to maintain 

certain voter registration information and make it available to the public pursuant to the National 

Voter Registration Act (NVRA) and the Help America Vote Act (HAVA).  The Commission 

recognizes that State laws differ regarding what specific voter registration information is publicly 

available. 

I want to assure you that the Commission will not publicly release any personally identifiable 

information regarding any individual voter or any group of voters from the voter registration 

records you submit.  Individuals’ voter registration records will be kept confidential and secure 

throughout the duration of the Commission’s existence.  Once the Commission’s analysis is 



complete, the Commission will dispose of the data as permitted by federal law. The only 

information that will be made public are statistical conclusions drawn from the data, other 

general observations that may be drawn from the data, and any correspondence that you may 

send to the Commission in response to the narrative questions enumerated in the June 28 letter.  

Let me be clear, the Commission will not release any personally identifiable information from 

voter registration records to the public.  

In addition, to address issues raised in recent litigation regarding the data transfer portal, the 

Commission is offering a new tool for you to transmit data directly to the White House computer 

system.  To securely submit your State’s data, please have a member of your staff contact Ron 

Williams on the Commission’s staff at ElectionIntegrityStaff@ovp.eop.gov and provide his or 

her contact information. Commission staff will then reach out to your point of contact to provide 

detailed instructions for submitting the data securely. 

The Commission will approach all of its work without preconceived conclusions or 

prejudgments.  The Members of this bipartisan Commission are interested in gathering facts and 

going where those facts lead.  We take seriously the Commissions’ mission pursuant to 

Executive Order 13799 to identify those laws, rules, policies, activities, strategies, and practices 

that either enhance or undermine the integrity of elections processes.  I look forward to working 

with you in the months ahead to advance those objectives. 

Sincerely,  

 

 

Kris W. Kobach 

Vice Chair 

Presidential Advisory Commission on Election Integrity  

mailto:ElectionIntegrityStaff@ovp.eop.gov


 
July 26, 2017 

 

Hawaii Office of Elections 

Mr. Scott Nago, Chief Election Officer 

Office of Elections, 802 Lehua Avenue 

Pearl City, HI 96782 

 

Dear Chief Election Officer Nago, 

 

In my capacity as Vice Chair of the Presidential Advisory Commission on Election Integrity, I 

wrote to you on June 28, 2017, to request publicly available voter registration records.  On July 

10, 2017, the Commission staff requested that you delay submitting any records until the U.S. 

District Court for the District of Columbia ruled on a motion from the Electronic Privacy 

Information Center that sought to prevent the Commission from receiving the records. On July 

24, 2017, the court denied that motion.  In light of that decision in the Commission’s favor, I 

write to renew the June 28 request, as well as to answer questions some States raised about the 

request’s scope and the Commission’s intent regarding its use of the registration records.  I 

appreciate the cooperation of chief election officials from more than 30 States who have already 

responded to the June 28 request and either agreed to provide these publicly available records, or 

are currently evaluating what specific records they may provide in accordance with their State 

laws.  

Like you, I serve as the chief election official of my State. And like you, ensuring the privacy 

and security of any non-public voter information is a high priority.  My June 28 letter only 

requested information that is already available to the public under the laws of your State, which 

is information that States regularly provide to political candidates, journalists, and other 

interested members of the public.  As you know, federal law requires the States to maintain 

certain voter registration information and make it available to the public pursuant to the National 

Voter Registration Act (NVRA) and the Help America Vote Act (HAVA).  The Commission 

recognizes that State laws differ regarding what specific voter registration information is publicly 

available. 

I want to assure you that the Commission will not publicly release any personally identifiable 

information regarding any individual voter or any group of voters from the voter registration 

records you submit.  Individuals’ voter registration records will be kept confidential and secure 

throughout the duration of the Commission’s existence.  Once the Commission’s analysis is 



complete, the Commission will dispose of the data as permitted by federal law. The only 

information that will be made public are statistical conclusions drawn from the data, other 

general observations that may be drawn from the data, and any correspondence that you may 

send to the Commission in response to the narrative questions enumerated in the June 28 letter.  

Let me be clear, the Commission will not release any personally identifiable information from 

voter registration records to the public.  

In addition, to address issues raised in recent litigation regarding the data transfer portal, the 

Commission is offering a new tool for you to transmit data directly to the White House computer 

system.  To securely submit your State’s data, please have a member of your staff contact Ron 

Williams on the Commission’s staff at ElectionIntegrityStaff@ovp.eop.gov and provide his or 

her contact information. Commission staff will then reach out to your point of contact to provide 

detailed instructions for submitting the data securely. 

The Commission will approach all of its work without preconceived conclusions or 

prejudgments.  The Members of this bipartisan Commission are interested in gathering facts and 

going where those facts lead.  We take seriously the Commissions’ mission pursuant to 

Executive Order 13799 to identify those laws, rules, policies, activities, strategies, and practices 

that either enhance or undermine the integrity of elections processes.  I look forward to working 

with you in the months ahead to advance those objectives. 

Sincerely,  

 

 

Kris W. Kobach 

Vice Chair 

Presidential Advisory Commission on Election Integrity  

mailto:ElectionIntegrityStaff@ovp.eop.gov


 
July 26, 2017 

 

Office of the Secretary of State of Idaho 

The Honorable Lawerence Denney, Secretary of State 

PO Box 83720 

Boise, ID 83720 

 

Dear Secretary Denney, 

 

In my capacity as Vice Chair of the Presidential Advisory Commission on Election Integrity, I 

wrote to you on June 28, 2017, to request publicly available voter registration records.  On July 

10, 2017, the Commission staff requested that you delay submitting any records until the U.S. 

District Court for the District of Columbia ruled on a motion from the Electronic Privacy 

Information Center that sought to prevent the Commission from receiving the records. On July 

24, 2017, the court denied that motion.  In light of that decision in the Commission’s favor, I 

write to renew the June 28 request, as well as to answer questions some States raised about the 

request’s scope and the Commission’s intent regarding its use of the registration records.  I 

appreciate the cooperation of chief election officials from more than 30 States who have already 

responded to the June 28 request and either agreed to provide these publicly available records, or 

are currently evaluating what specific records they may provide in accordance with their State 

laws.  

Like you, I serve as the chief election official of my State. And like you, ensuring the privacy 

and security of any non-public voter information is a high priority.  My June 28 letter only 

requested information that is already available to the public under the laws of your State, which 

is information that States regularly provide to political candidates, journalists, and other 

interested members of the public.  As you know, federal law requires the States to maintain 

certain voter registration information and make it available to the public pursuant to the National 

Voter Registration Act (NVRA) and the Help America Vote Act (HAVA).  The Commission 

recognizes that State laws differ regarding what specific voter registration information is publicly 

available. 

I want to assure you that the Commission will not publicly release any personally identifiable 

information regarding any individual voter or any group of voters from the voter registration 

records you submit.  Individuals’ voter registration records will be kept confidential and secure 

throughout the duration of the Commission’s existence.  Once the Commission’s analysis is 



complete, the Commission will dispose of the data as permitted by federal law. The only 

information that will be made public are statistical conclusions drawn from the data, other 

general observations that may be drawn from the data, and any correspondence that you may 

send to the Commission in response to the narrative questions enumerated in the June 28 letter.  

Let me be clear, the Commission will not release any personally identifiable information from 

voter registration records to the public.  

In addition, to address issues raised in recent litigation regarding the data transfer portal, the 

Commission is offering a new tool for you to transmit data directly to the White House computer 

system.  To securely submit your State’s data, please have a member of your staff contact Ron 

Williams on the Commission’s staff at ElectionIntegrityStaff@ovp.eop.gov and provide his or 

her contact information. Commission staff will then reach out to your point of contact to provide 

detailed instructions for submitting the data securely. 

The Commission will approach all of its work without preconceived conclusions or 

prejudgments.  The Members of this bipartisan Commission are interested in gathering facts and 

going where those facts lead.  We take seriously the Commissions’ mission pursuant to 

Executive Order 13799 to identify those laws, rules, policies, activities, strategies, and practices 

that either enhance or undermine the integrity of elections processes.  I look forward to working 

with you in the months ahead to advance those objectives. 

Sincerely,  

 

 

Kris W. Kobach 

Vice Chair 

Presidential Advisory Commission on Election Integrity  

mailto:ElectionIntegrityStaff@ovp.eop.gov


 
July 26, 2017 

 

Illinois State Board of Elections 

Mr. Steve Sandvoss, Executive Director 

2329 S. MacArthur Blvd. 

Springfield, IL 62704 

 

Dear Executive Director Sandvoss, 

 

In my capacity as Vice Chair of the Presidential Advisory Commission on Election Integrity, I 

wrote to you on June 28, 2017, to request publicly available voter registration records.  On July 

10, 2017, the Commission staff requested that you delay submitting any records until the U.S. 

District Court for the District of Columbia ruled on a motion from the Electronic Privacy 

Information Center that sought to prevent the Commission from receiving the records. On July 

24, 2017, the court denied that motion.  In light of that decision in the Commission’s favor, I 

write to renew the June 28 request, as well as to answer questions some States raised about the 

request’s scope and the Commission’s intent regarding its use of the registration records.  I 

appreciate the cooperation of chief election officials from more than 30 States who have already 

responded to the June 28 request and either agreed to provide these publicly available records, or 

are currently evaluating what specific records they may provide in accordance with their State 

laws.  

Like you, I serve as the chief election official of my State. And like you, ensuring the privacy 

and security of any non-public voter information is a high priority.  My June 28 letter only 

requested information that is already available to the public under the laws of your State, which 

is information that States regularly provide to political candidates, journalists, and other 

interested members of the public.  As you know, federal law requires the States to maintain 

certain voter registration information and make it available to the public pursuant to the National 

Voter Registration Act (NVRA) and the Help America Vote Act (HAVA).  The Commission 

recognizes that State laws differ regarding what specific voter registration information is publicly 

available. 

I want to assure you that the Commission will not publicly release any personally identifiable 

information regarding any individual voter or any group of voters from the voter registration 

records you submit.  Individuals’ voter registration records will be kept confidential and secure 

throughout the duration of the Commission’s existence.  Once the Commission’s analysis is 



complete, the Commission will dispose of the data as permitted by federal law. The only 

information that will be made public are statistical conclusions drawn from the data, other 

general observations that may be drawn from the data, and any correspondence that you may 

send to the Commission in response to the narrative questions enumerated in the June 28 letter.  

Let me be clear, the Commission will not release any personally identifiable information from 

voter registration records to the public.  

In addition, to address issues raised in recent litigation regarding the data transfer portal, the 

Commission is offering a new tool for you to transmit data directly to the White House computer 

system.  To securely submit your State’s data, please have a member of your staff contact Ron 

Williams on the Commission’s staff at ElectionIntegrityStaff@ovp.eop.gov and provide his or 

her contact information. Commission staff will then reach out to your point of contact to provide 

detailed instructions for submitting the data securely. 

The Commission will approach all of its work without preconceived conclusions or 

prejudgments.  The Members of this bipartisan Commission are interested in gathering facts and 

going where those facts lead.  We take seriously the Commissions’ mission pursuant to 

Executive Order 13799 to identify those laws, rules, policies, activities, strategies, and practices 

that either enhance or undermine the integrity of elections processes.  I look forward to working 

with you in the months ahead to advance those objectives. 

Sincerely,  

 

 

Kris W. Kobach 

Vice Chair 

Presidential Advisory Commission on Election Integrity  

mailto:ElectionIntegrityStaff@ovp.eop.gov


 
July 26, 2017 

 

Office of the Secretary of State of Indiana 

The Honorable Connie Lawson, Secretary of State 

200 W. Washington St., Room 201 

Indianapolis, IN 46204 

 

Dear Secretary Lawson, 

 

In my capacity as Vice Chair of the Presidential Advisory Commission on Election Integrity, I 

wrote to you on June 28, 2017, to request publicly available voter registration records.  On July 

10, 2017, the Commission staff requested that you delay submitting any records until the U.S. 

District Court for the District of Columbia ruled on a motion from the Electronic Privacy 

Information Center that sought to prevent the Commission from receiving the records. On July 

24, 2017, the court denied that motion.  In light of that decision in the Commission’s favor, I 

write to renew the June 28 request, as well as to answer questions some States raised about the 

request’s scope and the Commission’s intent regarding its use of the registration records.  I 

appreciate the cooperation of chief election officials from more than 30 States who have already 

responded to the June 28 request and either agreed to provide these publicly available records, or 

are currently evaluating what specific records they may provide in accordance with their State 

laws.  

Like you, I serve as the chief election official of my State. And like you, ensuring the privacy 

and security of any non-public voter information is a high priority.  My June 28 letter only 

requested information that is already available to the public under the laws of your State, which 

is information that States regularly provide to political candidates, journalists, and other 

interested members of the public.  As you know, federal law requires the States to maintain 

certain voter registration information and make it available to the public pursuant to the National 

Voter Registration Act (NVRA) and the Help America Vote Act (HAVA).  The Commission 

recognizes that State laws differ regarding what specific voter registration information is publicly 

available. 

I want to assure you that the Commission will not publicly release any personally identifiable 

information regarding any individual voter or any group of voters from the voter registration 

records you submit.  Individuals’ voter registration records will be kept confidential and secure 

throughout the duration of the Commission’s existence.  Once the Commission’s analysis is 



complete, the Commission will dispose of the data as permitted by federal law. The only 

information that will be made public are statistical conclusions drawn from the data, other 

general observations that may be drawn from the data, and any correspondence that you may 

send to the Commission in response to the narrative questions enumerated in the June 28 letter.  

Let me be clear, the Commission will not release any personally identifiable information from 

voter registration records to the public.  

In addition, to address issues raised in recent litigation regarding the data transfer portal, the 

Commission is offering a new tool for you to transmit data directly to the White House computer 

system.  To securely submit your State’s data, please have a member of your staff contact Ron 

Williams on the Commission’s staff at ElectionIntegrityStaff@ovp.eop.gov and provide his or 

her contact information. Commission staff will then reach out to your point of contact to provide 

detailed instructions for submitting the data securely. 

The Commission will approach all of its work without preconceived conclusions or 

prejudgments.  The Members of this bipartisan Commission are interested in gathering facts and 

going where those facts lead.  We take seriously the Commissions’ mission pursuant to 

Executive Order 13799 to identify those laws, rules, policies, activities, strategies, and practices 

that either enhance or undermine the integrity of elections processes.  I look forward to working 

with you in the months ahead to advance those objectives. 

Sincerely,  

 

 

Kris W. Kobach 

Vice Chair 

Presidential Advisory Commission on Election Integrity  

mailto:ElectionIntegrityStaff@ovp.eop.gov


 
July 26, 2017 

 

Office of the Secretary of State of Iowa 

The Honorable Paul Pate, Secretary of State 

First Floor, Lucas Building 

321 E. 12th St. 

Des Moines, IA 50319 

 

Dear Secretary Pate, 

 

In my capacity as Vice Chair of the Presidential Advisory Commission on Election Integrity, I 

wrote to you on June 28, 2017, to request publicly available voter registration records.  On July 

10, 2017, the Commission staff requested that you delay submitting any records until the U.S. 

District Court for the District of Columbia ruled on a motion from the Electronic Privacy 

Information Center that sought to prevent the Commission from receiving the records. On July 

24, 2017, the court denied that motion.  In light of that decision in the Commission’s favor, I 

write to renew the June 28 request, as well as to answer questions some States raised about the 

request’s scope and the Commission’s intent regarding its use of the registration records.  I 

appreciate the cooperation of chief election officials from more than 30 States who have already 

responded to the June 28 request and either agreed to provide these publicly available records, or 

are currently evaluating what specific records they may provide in accordance with their State 

laws.  

Like you, I serve as the chief election official of my State. And like you, ensuring the privacy 

and security of any non-public voter information is a high priority.  My June 28 letter only 

requested information that is already available to the public under the laws of your State, which 

is information that States regularly provide to political candidates, journalists, and other 

interested members of the public.  As you know, federal law requires the States to maintain 

certain voter registration information and make it available to the public pursuant to the National 

Voter Registration Act (NVRA) and the Help America Vote Act (HAVA).  The Commission 

recognizes that State laws differ regarding what specific voter registration information is publicly 

available. 

I want to assure you that the Commission will not publicly release any personally identifiable 

information regarding any individual voter or any group of voters from the voter registration 

records you submit.  Individuals’ voter registration records will be kept confidential and secure 



throughout the duration of the Commission’s existence.  Once the Commission’s analysis is 

complete, the Commission will dispose of the data as permitted by federal law. The only 

information that will be made public are statistical conclusions drawn from the data, other 

general observations that may be drawn from the data, and any correspondence that you may 

send to the Commission in response to the narrative questions enumerated in the June 28 letter.  

Let me be clear, the Commission will not release any personally identifiable information from 

voter registration records to the public.  

In addition, to address issues raised in recent litigation regarding the data transfer portal, the 

Commission is offering a new tool for you to transmit data directly to the White House computer 

system.  To securely submit your State’s data, please have a member of your staff contact Ron 

Williams on the Commission’s staff at ElectionIntegrityStaff@ovp.eop.gov and provide his or 

her contact information. Commission staff will then reach out to your point of contact to provide 

detailed instructions for submitting the data securely. 

The Commission will approach all of its work without preconceived conclusions or 

prejudgments.  The Members of this bipartisan Commission are interested in gathering facts and 

going where those facts lead.  We take seriously the Commissions’ mission pursuant to 

Executive Order 13799 to identify those laws, rules, policies, activities, strategies, and practices 

that either enhance or undermine the integrity of elections processes.  I look forward to working 

with you in the months ahead to advance those objectives. 

Sincerely,  

 

 

Kris W. Kobach 

Vice Chair 

Presidential Advisory Commission on Election Integrity  

mailto:ElectionIntegrityStaff@ovp.eop.gov


 
July 26, 2017 

 

Office of the Secretary of State of Kansas 

The Honorable Kris Kobach, Secretary of State 

120 SW 10th Ave. 

Topeka, KS 66612 

 

Dear Secretary Kobach, 

 

In my capacity as Vice Chair of the Presidential Advisory Commission on Election Integrity, I 

wrote to you on June 28, 2017, to request publicly available voter registration records.  On July 

10, 2017, the Commission staff requested that you delay submitting any records until the U.S. 

District Court for the District of Columbia ruled on a motion from the Electronic Privacy 

Information Center that sought to prevent the Commission from receiving the records. On July 

24, 2017, the court denied that motion.  In light of that decision in the Commission’s favor, I 

write to renew the June 28 request, as well as to answer questions some States raised about the 

request’s scope and the Commission’s intent regarding its use of the registration records.  I 

appreciate the cooperation of chief election officials from more than 30 States who have already 

responded to the June 28 request and either agreed to provide these publicly available records, or 

are currently evaluating what specific records they may provide in accordance with their State 

laws.  

Like you, I serve as the chief election official of my State. And like you, ensuring the privacy 

and security of any non-public voter information is a high priority.  My June 28 letter only 

requested information that is already available to the public under the laws of your State, which 

is information that States regularly provide to political candidates, journalists, and other 

interested members of the public.  As you know, federal law requires the States to maintain 

certain voter registration information and make it available to the public pursuant to the National 

Voter Registration Act (NVRA) and the Help America Vote Act (HAVA).  The Commission 

recognizes that State laws differ regarding what specific voter registration information is publicly 

available. 

I want to assure you that the Commission will not publicly release any personally identifiable 

information regarding any individual voter or any group of voters from the voter registration 

records you submit.  Individuals’ voter registration records will be kept confidential and secure 

throughout the duration of the Commission’s existence.  Once the Commission’s analysis is 



complete, the Commission will dispose of the data as permitted by federal law. The only 

information that will be made public are statistical conclusions drawn from the data, other 

general observations that may be drawn from the data, and any correspondence that you may 

send to the Commission in response to the narrative questions enumerated in the June 28 letter.  

Let me be clear, the Commission will not release any personally identifiable information from 

voter registration records to the public.  

In addition, to address issues raised in recent litigation regarding the data transfer portal, the 

Commission is offering a new tool for you to transmit data directly to the White House computer 

system.  To securely submit your State’s data, please have a member of your staff contact Ron 

Williams on the Commission’s staff at ElectionIntegrityStaff@ovp.eop.gov and provide his or 

her contact information. Commission staff will then reach out to your point of contact to provide 

detailed instructions for submitting the data securely. 

The Commission will approach all of its work without preconceived conclusions or 

prejudgments.  The Members of this bipartisan Commission are interested in gathering facts and 

going where those facts lead.  We take seriously the Commissions’ mission pursuant to 

Executive Order 13799 to identify those laws, rules, policies, activities, strategies, and practices 

that either enhance or undermine the integrity of elections processes.  I look forward to working 

with you in the months ahead to advance those objectives. 

Sincerely,  

 

 

Kris W. Kobach 

Vice Chair 

Presidential Advisory Commission on Election Integrity  

mailto:ElectionIntegrityStaff@ovp.eop.gov


 
July 26, 2017 

 

Office of the Secretary of State of Kentucky 

The Honorable Alison Lundergan-Grimes, Secretary of State 

700 Capitol Ave., Suite 152 

Frankfort, KY 40601 

 

Dear Secretary Lundergan-Grimes, 

 

In my capacity as Vice Chair of the Presidential Advisory Commission on Election Integrity, I 

wrote to you on June 28, 2017, to request publicly available voter registration records.  On July 

10, 2017, the Commission staff requested that you delay submitting any records until the U.S. 

District Court for the District of Columbia ruled on a motion from the Electronic Privacy 

Information Center that sought to prevent the Commission from receiving the records. On July 

24, 2017, the court denied that motion.  In light of that decision in the Commission’s favor, I 

write to renew the June 28 request, as well as to answer questions some States raised about the 

request’s scope and the Commission’s intent regarding its use of the registration records.  I 

appreciate the cooperation of chief election officials from more than 30 States who have already 

responded to the June 28 request and either agreed to provide these publicly available records, or 

are currently evaluating what specific records they may provide in accordance with their State 

laws.  

Like you, I serve as the chief election official of my State. And like you, ensuring the privacy 

and security of any non-public voter information is a high priority.  My June 28 letter only 

requested information that is already available to the public under the laws of your State, which 

is information that States regularly provide to political candidates, journalists, and other 

interested members of the public.  As you know, federal law requires the States to maintain 

certain voter registration information and make it available to the public pursuant to the National 

Voter Registration Act (NVRA) and the Help America Vote Act (HAVA).  The Commission 

recognizes that State laws differ regarding what specific voter registration information is publicly 

available. 

I want to assure you that the Commission will not publicly release any personally identifiable 

information regarding any individual voter or any group of voters from the voter registration 

records you submit.  Individuals’ voter registration records will be kept confidential and secure 

throughout the duration of the Commission’s existence.  Once the Commission’s analysis is 



complete, the Commission will dispose of the data as permitted by federal law. The only 

information that will be made public are statistical conclusions drawn from the data, other 

general observations that may be drawn from the data, and any correspondence that you may 

send to the Commission in response to the narrative questions enumerated in the June 28 letter.  

Let me be clear, the Commission will not release any personally identifiable information from 

voter registration records to the public.  

In addition, to address issues raised in recent litigation regarding the data transfer portal, the 

Commission is offering a new tool for you to transmit data directly to the White House computer 

system.  To securely submit your State’s data, please have a member of your staff contact Ron 

Williams on the Commission’s staff at ElectionIntegrityStaff@ovp.eop.gov and provide his or 

her contact information. Commission staff will then reach out to your point of contact to provide 

detailed instructions for submitting the data securely. 

The Commission will approach all of its work without preconceived conclusions or 

prejudgments.  The Members of this bipartisan Commission are interested in gathering facts and 

going where those facts lead.  We take seriously the Commissions’ mission pursuant to 

Executive Order 13799 to identify those laws, rules, policies, activities, strategies, and practices 

that either enhance or undermine the integrity of elections processes.  I look forward to working 

with you in the months ahead to advance those objectives. 

Sincerely,  

 

 

Kris W. Kobach 

Vice Chair 

Presidential Advisory Commission on Election Integrity  

mailto:ElectionIntegrityStaff@ovp.eop.gov


 
July 26, 2017 

 

Office of the Secretary of State of Louisiana 

The Honorable Tom Schedler, Secretary of State 

PO Box 94125 

Baton Rouge, LA 70804 

 

Dear Secretary Schedler, 

 

In my capacity as Vice Chair of the Presidential Advisory Commission on Election Integrity, I 

wrote to you on June 28, 2017, to request publicly available voter registration records.  On July 

10, 2017, the Commission staff requested that you delay submitting any records until the U.S. 

District Court for the District of Columbia ruled on a motion from the Electronic Privacy 

Information Center that sought to prevent the Commission from receiving the records. On July 

24, 2017, the court denied that motion.  In light of that decision in the Commission’s favor, I 

write to renew the June 28 request, as well as to answer questions some States raised about the 

request’s scope and the Commission’s intent regarding its use of the registration records.  I 

appreciate the cooperation of chief election officials from more than 30 States who have already 

responded to the June 28 request and either agreed to provide these publicly available records, or 

are currently evaluating what specific records they may provide in accordance with their State 

laws.  

Like you, I serve as the chief election official of my State. And like you, ensuring the privacy 

and security of any non-public voter information is a high priority.  My June 28 letter only 

requested information that is already available to the public under the laws of your State, which 

is information that States regularly provide to political candidates, journalists, and other 

interested members of the public.  As you know, federal law requires the States to maintain 

certain voter registration information and make it available to the public pursuant to the National 

Voter Registration Act (NVRA) and the Help America Vote Act (HAVA).  The Commission 

recognizes that State laws differ regarding what specific voter registration information is publicly 

available. 

I want to assure you that the Commission will not publicly release any personally identifiable 

information regarding any individual voter or any group of voters from the voter registration 

records you submit.  Individuals’ voter registration records will be kept confidential and secure 

throughout the duration of the Commission’s existence.  Once the Commission’s analysis is 



complete, the Commission will dispose of the data as permitted by federal law. The only 

information that will be made public are statistical conclusions drawn from the data, other 

general observations that may be drawn from the data, and any correspondence that you may 

send to the Commission in response to the narrative questions enumerated in the June 28 letter.  

Let me be clear, the Commission will not release any personally identifiable information from 

voter registration records to the public.  

In addition, to address issues raised in recent litigation regarding the data transfer portal, the 

Commission is offering a new tool for you to transmit data directly to the White House computer 

system.  To securely submit your State’s data, please have a member of your staff contact Ron 

Williams on the Commission’s staff at ElectionIntegrityStaff@ovp.eop.gov and provide his or 

her contact information. Commission staff will then reach out to your point of contact to provide 

detailed instructions for submitting the data securely. 

The Commission will approach all of its work without preconceived conclusions or 

prejudgments.  The Members of this bipartisan Commission are interested in gathering facts and 

going where those facts lead.  We take seriously the Commissions’ mission pursuant to 

Executive Order 13799 to identify those laws, rules, policies, activities, strategies, and practices 

that either enhance or undermine the integrity of elections processes.  I look forward to working 

with you in the months ahead to advance those objectives. 

Sincerely,  

 

 

Kris W. Kobach 

Vice Chair 

Presidential Advisory Commission on Election Integrity  

mailto:ElectionIntegrityStaff@ovp.eop.gov


 
July 26, 2017 

 

Office of the Secretary of State of Maine 

The Honorable Matt Dunlap, Secretary of State 

148 State House Station 

Augusta, ME 04333 

 

Dear Secretary Dunlap, 

 

In my capacity as Vice Chair of the Presidential Advisory Commission on Election Integrity, I 

wrote to you on June 28, 2017, to request publicly available voter registration records.  On July 

10, 2017, the Commission staff requested that you delay submitting any records until the U.S. 

District Court for the District of Columbia ruled on a motion from the Electronic Privacy 

Information Center that sought to prevent the Commission from receiving the records. On July 

24, 2017, the court denied that motion.  In light of that decision in the Commission’s favor, I 

write to renew the June 28 request, as well as to answer questions some States raised about the 

request’s scope and the Commission’s intent regarding its use of the registration records.  I 

appreciate the cooperation of chief election officials from more than 30 States who have already 

responded to the June 28 request and either agreed to provide these publicly available records, or 

are currently evaluating what specific records they may provide in accordance with their State 

laws.  

Like you, I serve as the chief election official of my State. And like you, ensuring the privacy 

and security of any non-public voter information is a high priority.  My June 28 letter only 

requested information that is already available to the public under the laws of your State, which 

is information that States regularly provide to political candidates, journalists, and other 

interested members of the public.  As you know, federal law requires the States to maintain 

certain voter registration information and make it available to the public pursuant to the National 

Voter Registration Act (NVRA) and the Help America Vote Act (HAVA).  The Commission 

recognizes that State laws differ regarding what specific voter registration information is publicly 

available. 

I want to assure you that the Commission will not publicly release any personally identifiable 

information regarding any individual voter or any group of voters from the voter registration 

records you submit.  Individuals’ voter registration records will be kept confidential and secure 

throughout the duration of the Commission’s existence.  Once the Commission’s analysis is 



complete, the Commission will dispose of the data as permitted by federal law. The only 

information that will be made public are statistical conclusions drawn from the data, other 

general observations that may be drawn from the data, and any correspondence that you may 

send to the Commission in response to the narrative questions enumerated in the June 28 letter.  

Let me be clear, the Commission will not release any personally identifiable information from 

voter registration records to the public.  

In addition, to address issues raised in recent litigation regarding the data transfer portal, the 

Commission is offering a new tool for you to transmit data directly to the White House computer 

system.  To securely submit your State’s data, please have a member of your staff contact Ron 

Williams on the Commission’s staff at ElectionIntegrityStaff@ovp.eop.gov and provide his or 

her contact information. Commission staff will then reach out to your point of contact to provide 

detailed instructions for submitting the data securely. 

The Commission will approach all of its work without preconceived conclusions or 

prejudgments.  The Members of this bipartisan Commission are interested in gathering facts and 

going where those facts lead.  We take seriously the Commissions’ mission pursuant to 

Executive Order 13799 to identify those laws, rules, policies, activities, strategies, and practices 

that either enhance or undermine the integrity of elections processes.  I look forward to working 

with you in the months ahead to advance those objectives. 

Sincerely,  

 

 

Kris W. Kobach 

Vice Chair 

Presidential Advisory Commission on Election Integrity  

mailto:ElectionIntegrityStaff@ovp.eop.gov


 
July 26, 2017 

 

Maryland State Board of Elections 

Ms. Linda Lamone, Administrator 

151 West Street, Suite 200 

Annapolis, MD 21401 

 

Dear Administrator Lamone, 

 

In my capacity as Vice Chair of the Presidential Advisory Commission on Election Integrity, I 

wrote to you on June 28, 2017, to request publicly available voter registration records.  On July 

10, 2017, the Commission staff requested that you delay submitting any records until the U.S. 

District Court for the District of Columbia ruled on a motion from the Electronic Privacy 

Information Center that sought to prevent the Commission from receiving the records. On July 

24, 2017, the court denied that motion.  In light of that decision in the Commission’s favor, I 

write to renew the June 28 request, as well as to answer questions some States raised about the 

request’s scope and the Commission’s intent regarding its use of the registration records.  I 

appreciate the cooperation of chief election officials from more than 30 States who have already 

responded to the June 28 request and either agreed to provide these publicly available records, or 

are currently evaluating what specific records they may provide in accordance with their State 

laws.  

Like you, I serve as the chief election official of my State. And like you, ensuring the privacy 

and security of any non-public voter information is a high priority.  My June 28 letter only 

requested information that is already available to the public under the laws of your State, which 

is information that States regularly provide to political candidates, journalists, and other 

interested members of the public.  As you know, federal law requires the States to maintain 

certain voter registration information and make it available to the public pursuant to the National 

Voter Registration Act (NVRA) and the Help America Vote Act (HAVA).  The Commission 

recognizes that State laws differ regarding what specific voter registration information is publicly 

available. 

I want to assure you that the Commission will not publicly release any personally identifiable 

information regarding any individual voter or any group of voters from the voter registration 

records you submit.  Individuals’ voter registration records will be kept confidential and secure 

throughout the duration of the Commission’s existence.  Once the Commission’s analysis is 



complete, the Commission will dispose of the data as permitted by federal law. The only 

information that will be made public are statistical conclusions drawn from the data, other 

general observations that may be drawn from the data, and any correspondence that you may 

send to the Commission in response to the narrative questions enumerated in the June 28 letter.  

Let me be clear, the Commission will not release any personally identifiable information from 

voter registration records to the public.  

In addition, to address issues raised in recent litigation regarding the data transfer portal, the 

Commission is offering a new tool for you to transmit data directly to the White House computer 

system.  To securely submit your State’s data, please have a member of your staff contact Ron 

Williams on the Commission’s staff at ElectionIntegrityStaff@ovp.eop.gov and provide his or 

her contact information. Commission staff will then reach out to your point of contact to provide 

detailed instructions for submitting the data securely. 

The Commission will approach all of its work without preconceived conclusions or 

prejudgments.  The Members of this bipartisan Commission are interested in gathering facts and 

going where those facts lead.  We take seriously the Commissions’ mission pursuant to 

Executive Order 13799 to identify those laws, rules, policies, activities, strategies, and practices 

that either enhance or undermine the integrity of elections processes.  I look forward to working 

with you in the months ahead to advance those objectives. 

Sincerely,  

 

 

Kris W. Kobach 

Vice Chair 

Presidential Advisory Commission on Election Integrity  

mailto:ElectionIntegrityStaff@ovp.eop.gov


 
July 26, 2017 

 

Office of the Secretary of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts 

The Honorable William Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth 

State House, 24 Beacon St., Rm. 337 

Boston, MA 02133 

 

Dear Secretary Galvin, 

 

In my capacity as Vice Chair of the Presidential Advisory Commission on Election Integrity, I 

wrote to you on June 28, 2017, to request publicly available voter registration records.  On July 

10, 2017, the Commission staff requested that you delay submitting any records until the U.S. 

District Court for the District of Columbia ruled on a motion from the Electronic Privacy 

Information Center that sought to prevent the Commission from receiving the records. On July 

24, 2017, the court denied that motion.  In light of that decision in the Commission’s favor, I 

write to renew the June 28 request, as well as to answer questions some States raised about the 

request’s scope and the Commission’s intent regarding its use of the registration records.  I 

appreciate the cooperation of chief election officials from more than 30 States who have already 

responded to the June 28 request and either agreed to provide these publicly available records, or 

are currently evaluating what specific records they may provide in accordance with their State 

laws.  

Like you, I serve as the chief election official of my State. And like you, ensuring the privacy 

and security of any non-public voter information is a high priority.  My June 28 letter only 

requested information that is already available to the public under the laws of your State, which 

is information that States regularly provide to political candidates, journalists, and other 

interested members of the public.  As you know, federal law requires the States to maintain 

certain voter registration information and make it available to the public pursuant to the National 

Voter Registration Act (NVRA) and the Help America Vote Act (HAVA).  The Commission 

recognizes that State laws differ regarding what specific voter registration information is publicly 

available. 

I want to assure you that the Commission will not publicly release any personally identifiable 

information regarding any individual voter or any group of voters from the voter registration 

records you submit.  Individuals’ voter registration records will be kept confidential and secure 

throughout the duration of the Commission’s existence.  Once the Commission’s analysis is 



complete, the Commission will dispose of the data as permitted by federal law. The only 

information that will be made public are statistical conclusions drawn from the data, other 

general observations that may be drawn from the data, and any correspondence that you may 

send to the Commission in response to the narrative questions enumerated in the June 28 letter.  

Let me be clear, the Commission will not release any personally identifiable information from 

voter registration records to the public.  

In addition, to address issues raised in recent litigation regarding the data transfer portal, the 

Commission is offering a new tool for you to transmit data directly to the White House computer 

system.  To securely submit your State’s data, please have a member of your staff contact Ron 

Williams on the Commission’s staff at ElectionIntegrityStaff@ovp.eop.gov and provide his or 

her contact information. Commission staff will then reach out to your point of contact to provide 

detailed instructions for submitting the data securely. 

The Commission will approach all of its work without preconceived conclusions or 

prejudgments.  The Members of this bipartisan Commission are interested in gathering facts and 

going where those facts lead.  We take seriously the Commissions’ mission pursuant to 

Executive Order 13799 to identify those laws, rules, policies, activities, strategies, and practices 

that either enhance or undermine the integrity of elections processes.  I look forward to working 

with you in the months ahead to advance those objectives. 

Sincerely,  

 

 

Kris W. Kobach 

Vice Chair 

Presidential Advisory Commission on Election Integrity  

mailto:ElectionIntegrityStaff@ovp.eop.gov


 
July 26, 2017 

 

Office of the Secretary of State of Michigan 

The Honorable Ruth Johnson, Secretary of State 

430 West Allegan St., 4th Fl. 

Lansing, MI 48918 

 

Dear Secretary Johnson, 

 

In my capacity as Vice Chair of the Presidential Advisory Commission on Election Integrity, I 

wrote to you on June 28, 2017, to request publicly available voter registration records.  On July 

10, 2017, the Commission staff requested that you delay submitting any records until the U.S. 

District Court for the District of Columbia ruled on a motion from the Electronic Privacy 

Information Center that sought to prevent the Commission from receiving the records. On July 

24, 2017, the court denied that motion.  In light of that decision in the Commission’s favor, I 

write to renew the June 28 request, as well as to answer questions some States raised about the 

request’s scope and the Commission’s intent regarding its use of the registration records.  I 

appreciate the cooperation of chief election officials from more than 30 States who have already 

responded to the June 28 request and either agreed to provide these publicly available records, or 

are currently evaluating what specific records they may provide in accordance with their State 

laws.  

Like you, I serve as the chief election official of my State. And like you, ensuring the privacy 

and security of any non-public voter information is a high priority.  My June 28 letter only 

requested information that is already available to the public under the laws of your State, which 

is information that States regularly provide to political candidates, journalists, and other 

interested members of the public.  As you know, federal law requires the States to maintain 

certain voter registration information and make it available to the public pursuant to the National 

Voter Registration Act (NVRA) and the Help America Vote Act (HAVA).  The Commission 

recognizes that State laws differ regarding what specific voter registration information is publicly 

available. 

I want to assure you that the Commission will not publicly release any personally identifiable 

information regarding any individual voter or any group of voters from the voter registration 

records you submit.  Individuals’ voter registration records will be kept confidential and secure 

throughout the duration of the Commission’s existence.  Once the Commission’s analysis is 



complete, the Commission will dispose of the data as permitted by federal law. The only 

information that will be made public are statistical conclusions drawn from the data, other 

general observations that may be drawn from the data, and any correspondence that you may 

send to the Commission in response to the narrative questions enumerated in the June 28 letter.  

Let me be clear, the Commission will not release any personally identifiable information from 

voter registration records to the public.  

In addition, to address issues raised in recent litigation regarding the data transfer portal, the 

Commission is offering a new tool for you to transmit data directly to the White House computer 

system.  To securely submit your State’s data, please have a member of your staff contact Ron 

Williams on the Commission’s staff at ElectionIntegrityStaff@ovp.eop.gov and provide his or 

her contact information. Commission staff will then reach out to your point of contact to provide 

detailed instructions for submitting the data securely. 

The Commission will approach all of its work without preconceived conclusions or 

prejudgments.  The Members of this bipartisan Commission are interested in gathering facts and 

going where those facts lead.  We take seriously the Commissions’ mission pursuant to 

Executive Order 13799 to identify those laws, rules, policies, activities, strategies, and practices 

that either enhance or undermine the integrity of elections processes.  I look forward to working 

with you in the months ahead to advance those objectives. 

Sincerely,  

 

 

Kris W. Kobach 

Vice Chair 

Presidential Advisory Commission on Election Integrity  

mailto:ElectionIntegrityStaff@ovp.eop.gov


 
July 26, 2017 

 

Office of the Secretary of State of Minnesota 

The Honorable Steve Simon, Secretary of State 

100 Rev. Dr. MLK Jr. Blvd. 

St. Paul, MN 55155 

 

Dear Secretary Simon, 

 

In my capacity as Vice Chair of the Presidential Advisory Commission on Election Integrity, I 

wrote to you on June 28, 2017, to request publicly available voter registration records.  On July 

10, 2017, the Commission staff requested that you delay submitting any records until the U.S. 

District Court for the District of Columbia ruled on a motion from the Electronic Privacy 

Information Center that sought to prevent the Commission from receiving the records. On July 

24, 2017, the court denied that motion.  In light of that decision in the Commission’s favor, I 

write to renew the June 28 request, as well as to answer questions some States raised about the 

request’s scope and the Commission’s intent regarding its use of the registration records.  I 

appreciate the cooperation of chief election officials from more than 30 States who have already 

responded to the June 28 request and either agreed to provide these publicly available records, or 

are currently evaluating what specific records they may provide in accordance with their State 

laws.  

Like you, I serve as the chief election official of my State. And like you, ensuring the privacy 

and security of any non-public voter information is a high priority.  My June 28 letter only 

requested information that is already available to the public under the laws of your State, which 

is information that States regularly provide to political candidates, journalists, and other 

interested members of the public.  As you know, federal law requires the States to maintain 

certain voter registration information and make it available to the public pursuant to the National 

Voter Registration Act (NVRA) and the Help America Vote Act (HAVA).  The Commission 

recognizes that State laws differ regarding what specific voter registration information is publicly 

available. 

I want to assure you that the Commission will not publicly release any personally identifiable 

information regarding any individual voter or any group of voters from the voter registration 

records you submit.  Individuals’ voter registration records will be kept confidential and secure 

throughout the duration of the Commission’s existence.  Once the Commission’s analysis is 



complete, the Commission will dispose of the data as permitted by federal law. The only 

information that will be made public are statistical conclusions drawn from the data, other 

general observations that may be drawn from the data, and any correspondence that you may 

send to the Commission in response to the narrative questions enumerated in the June 28 letter.  

Let me be clear, the Commission will not release any personally identifiable information from 

voter registration records to the public.  

In addition, to address issues raised in recent litigation regarding the data transfer portal, the 

Commission is offering a new tool for you to transmit data directly to the White House computer 

system.  To securely submit your State’s data, please have a member of your staff contact Ron 

Williams on the Commission’s staff at ElectionIntegrityStaff@ovp.eop.gov and provide his or 

her contact information. Commission staff will then reach out to your point of contact to provide 

detailed instructions for submitting the data securely. 

The Commission will approach all of its work without preconceived conclusions or 

prejudgments.  The Members of this bipartisan Commission are interested in gathering facts and 

going where those facts lead.  We take seriously the Commissions’ mission pursuant to 

Executive Order 13799 to identify those laws, rules, policies, activities, strategies, and practices 

that either enhance or undermine the integrity of elections processes.  I look forward to working 

with you in the months ahead to advance those objectives. 

Sincerely,  

 

 

Kris W. Kobach 

Vice Chair 

Presidential Advisory Commission on Election Integrity  

mailto:ElectionIntegrityStaff@ovp.eop.gov


 
July 26, 2017 

 

Office of the Secretary of State of Mississippi 

The Honorable Delbert Hosemann, Secretary of State 

125 S. Congress St. 

Jackson, MS 39202 

 

Dear Secretary Hosemann, 

 

In my capacity as Vice Chair of the Presidential Advisory Commission on Election Integrity, I 

wrote to you on June 28, 2017, to request publicly available voter registration records.  On July 

10, 2017, the Commission staff requested that you delay submitting any records until the U.S. 

District Court for the District of Columbia ruled on a motion from the Electronic Privacy 

Information Center that sought to prevent the Commission from receiving the records. On July 

24, 2017, the court denied that motion.  In light of that decision in the Commission’s favor, I 

write to renew the June 28 request, as well as to answer questions some States raised about the 

request’s scope and the Commission’s intent regarding its use of the registration records.  I 

appreciate the cooperation of chief election officials from more than 30 States who have already 

responded to the June 28 request and either agreed to provide these publicly available records, or 

are currently evaluating what specific records they may provide in accordance with their State 

laws.  

Like you, I serve as the chief election official of my State. And like you, ensuring the privacy 

and security of any non-public voter information is a high priority.  My June 28 letter only 

requested information that is already available to the public under the laws of your State, which 

is information that States regularly provide to political candidates, journalists, and other 

interested members of the public.  As you know, federal law requires the States to maintain 

certain voter registration information and make it available to the public pursuant to the National 

Voter Registration Act (NVRA) and the Help America Vote Act (HAVA).  The Commission 

recognizes that State laws differ regarding what specific voter registration information is publicly 

available. 

I want to assure you that the Commission will not publicly release any personally identifiable 

information regarding any individual voter or any group of voters from the voter registration 

records you submit.  Individuals’ voter registration records will be kept confidential and secure 

throughout the duration of the Commission’s existence.  Once the Commission’s analysis is 



complete, the Commission will dispose of the data as permitted by federal law. The only 

information that will be made public are statistical conclusions drawn from the data, other 

general observations that may be drawn from the data, and any correspondence that you may 

send to the Commission in response to the narrative questions enumerated in the June 28 letter.  

Let me be clear, the Commission will not release any personally identifiable information from 

voter registration records to the public.  

In addition, to address issues raised in recent litigation regarding the data transfer portal, the 

Commission is offering a new tool for you to transmit data directly to the White House computer 

system.  To securely submit your State’s data, please have a member of your staff contact Ron 

Williams on the Commission’s staff at ElectionIntegrityStaff@ovp.eop.gov and provide his or 

her contact information. Commission staff will then reach out to your point of contact to provide 

detailed instructions for submitting the data securely. 

The Commission will approach all of its work without preconceived conclusions or 

prejudgments.  The Members of this bipartisan Commission are interested in gathering facts and 

going where those facts lead.  We take seriously the Commissions’ mission pursuant to 

Executive Order 13799 to identify those laws, rules, policies, activities, strategies, and practices 

that either enhance or undermine the integrity of elections processes.  I look forward to working 

with you in the months ahead to advance those objectives. 

Sincerely,  

 

 

Kris W. Kobach 

Vice Chair 

Presidential Advisory Commission on Election Integrity  

mailto:ElectionIntegrityStaff@ovp.eop.gov


 
July 26, 2017 

 

Office of the Secretary of State of Missouri 

The Honorable Jay Ashcroft, Secretary of State 

600 West Main, PO Box 1767 

Jefferson City, MO 65101 

 

Dear Secretary Ashcroft, 

 

In my capacity as Vice Chair of the Presidential Advisory Commission on Election Integrity, I 

wrote to you on June 28, 2017, to request publicly available voter registration records.  On July 

10, 2017, the Commission staff requested that you delay submitting any records until the U.S. 

District Court for the District of Columbia ruled on a motion from the Electronic Privacy 

Information Center that sought to prevent the Commission from receiving the records. On July 

24, 2017, the court denied that motion.  In light of that decision in the Commission’s favor, I 

write to renew the June 28 request, as well as to answer questions some States raised about the 

request’s scope and the Commission’s intent regarding its use of the registration records.  I 

appreciate the cooperation of chief election officials from more than 30 States who have already 

responded to the June 28 request and either agreed to provide these publicly available records, or 

are currently evaluating what specific records they may provide in accordance with their State 

laws.  

Like you, I serve as the chief election official of my State. And like you, ensuring the privacy 

and security of any non-public voter information is a high priority.  My June 28 letter only 

requested information that is already available to the public under the laws of your State, which 

is information that States regularly provide to political candidates, journalists, and other 

interested members of the public.  As you know, federal law requires the States to maintain 

certain voter registration information and make it available to the public pursuant to the National 

Voter Registration Act (NVRA) and the Help America Vote Act (HAVA).  The Commission 

recognizes that State laws differ regarding what specific voter registration information is publicly 

available. 

I want to assure you that the Commission will not publicly release any personally identifiable 

information regarding any individual voter or any group of voters from the voter registration 

records you submit.  Individuals’ voter registration records will be kept confidential and secure 

throughout the duration of the Commission’s existence.  Once the Commission’s analysis is 



complete, the Commission will dispose of the data as permitted by federal law. The only 

information that will be made public are statistical conclusions drawn from the data, other 

general observations that may be drawn from the data, and any correspondence that you may 

send to the Commission in response to the narrative questions enumerated in the June 28 letter.  

Let me be clear, the Commission will not release any personally identifiable information from 

voter registration records to the public.  

In addition, to address issues raised in recent litigation regarding the data transfer portal, the 

Commission is offering a new tool for you to transmit data directly to the White House computer 

system.  To securely submit your State’s data, please have a member of your staff contact Ron 

Williams on the Commission’s staff at ElectionIntegrityStaff@ovp.eop.gov and provide his or 

her contact information. Commission staff will then reach out to your point of contact to provide 

detailed instructions for submitting the data securely. 

The Commission will approach all of its work without preconceived conclusions or 

prejudgments.  The Members of this bipartisan Commission are interested in gathering facts and 

going where those facts lead.  We take seriously the Commissions’ mission pursuant to 

Executive Order 13799 to identify those laws, rules, policies, activities, strategies, and practices 

that either enhance or undermine the integrity of elections processes.  I look forward to working 

with you in the months ahead to advance those objectives. 

Sincerely,  

 

 

Kris W. Kobach 

Vice Chair 

Presidential Advisory Commission on Election Integrity  

mailto:ElectionIntegrityStaff@ovp.eop.gov


 
July 26, 2017 

 

Office of the Secretary of State of Montana 

The Honorable Corey Stapleton, Secretary of State 

P.O. Box 202801 

Helena, MT 59620 

 

Dear Secretary Stapleton, 

 

In my capacity as Vice Chair of the Presidential Advisory Commission on Election Integrity, I 

wrote to you on June 28, 2017, to request publicly available voter registration records.  On July 

10, 2017, the Commission staff requested that you delay submitting any records until the U.S. 

District Court for the District of Columbia ruled on a motion from the Electronic Privacy 

Information Center that sought to prevent the Commission from receiving the records. On July 

24, 2017, the court denied that motion.  In light of that decision in the Commission’s favor, I 

write to renew the June 28 request, as well as to answer questions some States raised about the 

request’s scope and the Commission’s intent regarding its use of the registration records.  I 

appreciate the cooperation of chief election officials from more than 30 States who have already 

responded to the June 28 request and either agreed to provide these publicly available records, or 

are currently evaluating what specific records they may provide in accordance with their State 

laws.  

Like you, I serve as the chief election official of my State. And like you, ensuring the privacy 

and security of any non-public voter information is a high priority.  My June 28 letter only 

requested information that is already available to the public under the laws of your State, which 

is information that States regularly provide to political candidates, journalists, and other 

interested members of the public.  As you know, federal law requires the States to maintain 

certain voter registration information and make it available to the public pursuant to the National 

Voter Registration Act (NVRA) and the Help America Vote Act (HAVA).  The Commission 

recognizes that State laws differ regarding what specific voter registration information is publicly 

available. 

I want to assure you that the Commission will not publicly release any personally identifiable 

information regarding any individual voter or any group of voters from the voter registration 

records you submit.  Individuals’ voter registration records will be kept confidential and secure 

throughout the duration of the Commission’s existence.  Once the Commission’s analysis is 



complete, the Commission will dispose of the data as permitted by federal law. The only 

information that will be made public are statistical conclusions drawn from the data, other 

general observations that may be drawn from the data, and any correspondence that you may 

send to the Commission in response to the narrative questions enumerated in the June 28 letter.  

Let me be clear, the Commission will not release any personally identifiable information from 

voter registration records to the public.  

In addition, to address issues raised in recent litigation regarding the data transfer portal, the 

Commission is offering a new tool for you to transmit data directly to the White House computer 

system.  To securely submit your State’s data, please have a member of your staff contact Ron 

Williams on the Commission’s staff at ElectionIntegrityStaff@ovp.eop.gov and provide his or 

her contact information. Commission staff will then reach out to your point of contact to provide 

detailed instructions for submitting the data securely. 

The Commission will approach all of its work without preconceived conclusions or 

prejudgments.  The Members of this bipartisan Commission are interested in gathering facts and 

going where those facts lead.  We take seriously the Commissions’ mission pursuant to 

Executive Order 13799 to identify those laws, rules, policies, activities, strategies, and practices 

that either enhance or undermine the integrity of elections processes.  I look forward to working 

with you in the months ahead to advance those objectives. 

Sincerely,  

 

 

Kris W. Kobach 

Vice Chair 

Presidential Advisory Commission on Election Integrity  

mailto:ElectionIntegrityStaff@ovp.eop.gov


 
July 26, 2017 

 

Office of the Secretary of State of Nebraska 

The Honorable John Gale, Secretary of State 

P.O. Box 94608 

Lincoln, NE 68509 

 

Dear Secretary Gale, 

 

In my capacity as Vice Chair of the Presidential Advisory Commission on Election Integrity, I 

wrote to you on June 28, 2017, to request publicly available voter registration records.  On July 

10, 2017, the Commission staff requested that you delay submitting any records until the U.S. 

District Court for the District of Columbia ruled on a motion from the Electronic Privacy 

Information Center that sought to prevent the Commission from receiving the records. On July 

24, 2017, the court denied that motion.  In light of that decision in the Commission’s favor, I 

write to renew the June 28 request, as well as to answer questions some States raised about the 

request’s scope and the Commission’s intent regarding its use of the registration records.  I 

appreciate the cooperation of chief election officials from more than 30 States who have already 

responded to the June 28 request and either agreed to provide these publicly available records, or 

are currently evaluating what specific records they may provide in accordance with their State 

laws.  

Like you, I serve as the chief election official of my State. And like you, ensuring the privacy 

and security of any non-public voter information is a high priority.  My June 28 letter only 

requested information that is already available to the public under the laws of your State, which 

is information that States regularly provide to political candidates, journalists, and other 

interested members of the public.  As you know, federal law requires the States to maintain 

certain voter registration information and make it available to the public pursuant to the National 

Voter Registration Act (NVRA) and the Help America Vote Act (HAVA).  The Commission 

recognizes that State laws differ regarding what specific voter registration information is publicly 

available. 

I want to assure you that the Commission will not publicly release any personally identifiable 

information regarding any individual voter or any group of voters from the voter registration 

records you submit.  Individuals’ voter registration records will be kept confidential and secure 

throughout the duration of the Commission’s existence.  Once the Commission’s analysis is 



complete, the Commission will dispose of the data as permitted by federal law. The only 

information that will be made public are statistical conclusions drawn from the data, other 

general observations that may be drawn from the data, and any correspondence that you may 

send to the Commission in response to the narrative questions enumerated in the June 28 letter.  

Let me be clear, the Commission will not release any personally identifiable information from 

voter registration records to the public.  

In addition, to address issues raised in recent litigation regarding the data transfer portal, the 

Commission is offering a new tool for you to transmit data directly to the White House computer 

system.  To securely submit your State’s data, please have a member of your staff contact Ron 

Williams on the Commission’s staff at ElectionIntegrityStaff@ovp.eop.gov and provide his or 

her contact information. Commission staff will then reach out to your point of contact to provide 

detailed instructions for submitting the data securely. 

The Commission will approach all of its work without preconceived conclusions or 

prejudgments.  The Members of this bipartisan Commission are interested in gathering facts and 

going where those facts lead.  We take seriously the Commissions’ mission pursuant to 

Executive Order 13799 to identify those laws, rules, policies, activities, strategies, and practices 

that either enhance or undermine the integrity of elections processes.  I look forward to working 

with you in the months ahead to advance those objectives. 

Sincerely,  

 

 

Kris W. Kobach 

Vice Chair 

Presidential Advisory Commission on Election Integrity  

mailto:ElectionIntegrityStaff@ovp.eop.gov


 
July 26, 2017 

 

Office of the Secretary of State of Nevada 

The Honorable Barbara Cegavske, Secretary of State 

101 N. Carson Street, Suite 3 

Carson City, NV 89701 

 

Dear Secretary Cegavske, 

 

In my capacity as Vice Chair of the Presidential Advisory Commission on Election Integrity, I 

wrote to you on June 28, 2017, to request publicly available voter registration records.  On July 

10, 2017, the Commission staff requested that you delay submitting any records until the U.S. 

District Court for the District of Columbia ruled on a motion from the Electronic Privacy 

Information Center that sought to prevent the Commission from receiving the records. On July 

24, 2017, the court denied that motion.  In light of that decision in the Commission’s favor, I 

write to renew the June 28 request, as well as to answer questions some States raised about the 

request’s scope and the Commission’s intent regarding its use of the registration records.  I 

appreciate the cooperation of chief election officials from more than 30 States who have already 

responded to the June 28 request and either agreed to provide these publicly available records, or 

are currently evaluating what specific records they may provide in accordance with their State 

laws.  

Like you, I serve as the chief election official of my State. And like you, ensuring the privacy 

and security of any non-public voter information is a high priority.  My June 28 letter only 

requested information that is already available to the public under the laws of your State, which 

is information that States regularly provide to political candidates, journalists, and other 

interested members of the public.  As you know, federal law requires the States to maintain 

certain voter registration information and make it available to the public pursuant to the National 

Voter Registration Act (NVRA) and the Help America Vote Act (HAVA).  The Commission 

recognizes that State laws differ regarding what specific voter registration information is publicly 

available. 

I want to assure you that the Commission will not publicly release any personally identifiable 

information regarding any individual voter or any group of voters from the voter registration 

records you submit.  Individuals’ voter registration records will be kept confidential and secure 

throughout the duration of the Commission’s existence.  Once the Commission’s analysis is 



complete, the Commission will dispose of the data as permitted by federal law. The only 

information that will be made public are statistical conclusions drawn from the data, other 

general observations that may be drawn from the data, and any correspondence that you may 

send to the Commission in response to the narrative questions enumerated in the June 28 letter.  

Let me be clear, the Commission will not release any personally identifiable information from 

voter registration records to the public.  

In addition, to address issues raised in recent litigation regarding the data transfer portal, the 

Commission is offering a new tool for you to transmit data directly to the White House computer 

system.  To securely submit your State’s data, please have a member of your staff contact Ron 

Williams on the Commission’s staff at ElectionIntegrityStaff@ovp.eop.gov and provide his or 

her contact information. Commission staff will then reach out to your point of contact to provide 

detailed instructions for submitting the data securely. 

The Commission will approach all of its work without preconceived conclusions or 

prejudgments.  The Members of this bipartisan Commission are interested in gathering facts and 

going where those facts lead.  We take seriously the Commissions’ mission pursuant to 

Executive Order 13799 to identify those laws, rules, policies, activities, strategies, and practices 

that either enhance or undermine the integrity of elections processes.  I look forward to working 

with you in the months ahead to advance those objectives. 

Sincerely,  

 

 

Kris W. Kobach 

Vice Chair 

Presidential Advisory Commission on Election Integrity  

mailto:ElectionIntegrityStaff@ovp.eop.gov


 
July 26, 2017 

 

Office of the Secretary of State of New Hampshire 

The Honorable William Gardner, Secretary of State 

State House, Room 204 

107 North Main Street 

Concord, NH 03301 

 

Dear Secretary Gardner, 

 

In my capacity as Vice Chair of the Presidential Advisory Commission on Election Integrity, I 

wrote to you on June 28, 2017, to request publicly available voter registration records.  On July 

10, 2017, the Commission staff requested that you delay submitting any records until the U.S. 

District Court for the District of Columbia ruled on a motion from the Electronic Privacy 

Information Center that sought to prevent the Commission from receiving the records. On July 

24, 2017, the court denied that motion.  In light of that decision in the Commission’s favor, I 

write to renew the June 28 request, as well as to answer questions some States raised about the 

request’s scope and the Commission’s intent regarding its use of the registration records.  I 

appreciate the cooperation of chief election officials from more than 30 States who have already 

responded to the June 28 request and either agreed to provide these publicly available records, or 

are currently evaluating what specific records they may provide in accordance with their State 

laws.  

Like you, I serve as the chief election official of my State. And like you, ensuring the privacy 

and security of any non-public voter information is a high priority.  My June 28 letter only 

requested information that is already available to the public under the laws of your State, which 

is information that States regularly provide to political candidates, journalists, and other 

interested members of the public.  As you know, federal law requires the States to maintain 

certain voter registration information and make it available to the public pursuant to the National 

Voter Registration Act (NVRA) and the Help America Vote Act (HAVA).  The Commission 

recognizes that State laws differ regarding what specific voter registration information is publicly 

available. 

I want to assure you that the Commission will not publicly release any personally identifiable 

information regarding any individual voter or any group of voters from the voter registration 

records you submit.  Individuals’ voter registration records will be kept confidential and secure 



throughout the duration of the Commission’s existence.  Once the Commission’s analysis is 

complete, the Commission will dispose of the data as permitted by federal law. The only 

information that will be made public are statistical conclusions drawn from the data, other 

general observations that may be drawn from the data, and any correspondence that you may 

send to the Commission in response to the narrative questions enumerated in the June 28 letter.  

Let me be clear, the Commission will not release any personally identifiable information from 

voter registration records to the public.  

In addition, to address issues raised in recent litigation regarding the data transfer portal, the 

Commission is offering a new tool for you to transmit data directly to the White House computer 

system.  To securely submit your State’s data, please have a member of your staff contact Ron 

Williams on the Commission’s staff at ElectionIntegrityStaff@ovp.eop.gov and provide his or 

her contact information. Commission staff will then reach out to your point of contact to provide 

detailed instructions for submitting the data securely. 

The Commission will approach all of its work without preconceived conclusions or 

prejudgments.  The Members of this bipartisan Commission are interested in gathering facts and 

going where those facts lead.  We take seriously the Commissions’ mission pursuant to 

Executive Order 13799 to identify those laws, rules, policies, activities, strategies, and practices 

that either enhance or undermine the integrity of elections processes.  I look forward to working 

with you in the months ahead to advance those objectives. 

Sincerely,  

 

 

Kris W. Kobach 

Vice Chair 

Presidential Advisory Commission on Election Integrity  

mailto:ElectionIntegrityStaff@ovp.eop.gov


 
July 26, 2017 

 

Office of the Lieutenant Governor of New Jersey 

The Honorable Kim Guadagno, Lieutenant Governor 

PO Box 001 

Trenton, NJ 08625 

 

Dear Lieutenant Governor Guadagno, 

 

In my capacity as Vice Chair of the Presidential Advisory Commission on Election Integrity, I 

wrote to you on June 28, 2017, to request publicly available voter registration records.  On July 

10, 2017, the Commission staff requested that you delay submitting any records until the U.S. 

District Court for the District of Columbia ruled on a motion from the Electronic Privacy 

Information Center that sought to prevent the Commission from receiving the records. On July 

24, 2017, the court denied that motion.  In light of that decision in the Commission’s favor, I 

write to renew the June 28 request, as well as to answer questions some States raised about the 

request’s scope and the Commission’s intent regarding its use of the registration records.  I 

appreciate the cooperation of chief election officials from more than 30 States who have already 

responded to the June 28 request and either agreed to provide these publicly available records, or 

are currently evaluating what specific records they may provide in accordance with their State 

laws.  

Like you, I serve as the chief election official of my State. And like you, ensuring the privacy 

and security of any non-public voter information is a high priority.  My June 28 letter only 

requested information that is already available to the public under the laws of your State, which 

is information that States regularly provide to political candidates, journalists, and other 

interested members of the public.  As you know, federal law requires the States to maintain 

certain voter registration information and make it available to the public pursuant to the National 

Voter Registration Act (NVRA) and the Help America Vote Act (HAVA).  The Commission 

recognizes that State laws differ regarding what specific voter registration information is publicly 

available. 

I want to assure you that the Commission will not publicly release any personally identifiable 

information regarding any individual voter or any group of voters from the voter registration 

records you submit.  Individuals’ voter registration records will be kept confidential and secure 

throughout the duration of the Commission’s existence.  Once the Commission’s analysis is 



complete, the Commission will dispose of the data as permitted by federal law. The only 

information that will be made public are statistical conclusions drawn from the data, other 

general observations that may be drawn from the data, and any correspondence that you may 

send to the Commission in response to the narrative questions enumerated in the June 28 letter.  

Let me be clear, the Commission will not release any personally identifiable information from 

voter registration records to the public.  

In addition, to address issues raised in recent litigation regarding the data transfer portal, the 

Commission is offering a new tool for you to transmit data directly to the White House computer 

system.  To securely submit your State’s data, please have a member of your staff contact Ron 

Williams on the Commission’s staff at ElectionIntegrityStaff@ovp.eop.gov and provide his or 

her contact information. Commission staff will then reach out to your point of contact to provide 

detailed instructions for submitting the data securely. 

The Commission will approach all of its work without preconceived conclusions or 

prejudgments.  The Members of this bipartisan Commission are interested in gathering facts and 

going where those facts lead.  We take seriously the Commissions’ mission pursuant to 

Executive Order 13799 to identify those laws, rules, policies, activities, strategies, and practices 

that either enhance or undermine the integrity of elections processes.  I look forward to working 

with you in the months ahead to advance those objectives. 

Sincerely,  

 

 

Kris W. Kobach 

Vice Chair 

Presidential Advisory Commission on Election Integrity  

mailto:ElectionIntegrityStaff@ovp.eop.gov


 
July 26, 2017 

 

Office of the Secretary of State of New Mexico 

The Honorable Maggie Toulouse Oliver, Secretary of State 

325 Don Gaspar, Suite 300 

Santa Fe, NM 87501 

 

Dear Secretary Oliver, 

 

In my capacity as Vice Chair of the Presidential Advisory Commission on Election Integrity, I 

wrote to you on June 28, 2017, to request publicly available voter registration records.  On July 

10, 2017, the Commission staff requested that you delay submitting any records until the U.S. 

District Court for the District of Columbia ruled on a motion from the Electronic Privacy 

Information Center that sought to prevent the Commission from receiving the records. On July 

24, 2017, the court denied that motion.  In light of that decision in the Commission’s favor, I 

write to renew the June 28 request, as well as to answer questions some States raised about the 

request’s scope and the Commission’s intent regarding its use of the registration records.  I 

appreciate the cooperation of chief election officials from more than 30 States who have already 

responded to the June 28 request and either agreed to provide these publicly available records, or 

are currently evaluating what specific records they may provide in accordance with their State 

laws.  

Like you, I serve as the chief election official of my State. And like you, ensuring the privacy 

and security of any non-public voter information is a high priority.  My June 28 letter only 

requested information that is already available to the public under the laws of your State, which 

is information that States regularly provide to political candidates, journalists, and other 

interested members of the public.  As you know, federal law requires the States to maintain 

certain voter registration information and make it available to the public pursuant to the National 

Voter Registration Act (NVRA) and the Help America Vote Act (HAVA).  The Commission 

recognizes that State laws differ regarding what specific voter registration information is publicly 

available. 

I want to assure you that the Commission will not publicly release any personally identifiable 

information regarding any individual voter or any group of voters from the voter registration 

records you submit.  Individuals’ voter registration records will be kept confidential and secure 

throughout the duration of the Commission’s existence.  Once the Commission’s analysis is 



complete, the Commission will dispose of the data as permitted by federal law. The only 

information that will be made public are statistical conclusions drawn from the data, other 

general observations that may be drawn from the data, and any correspondence that you may 

send to the Commission in response to the narrative questions enumerated in the June 28 letter.  

Let me be clear, the Commission will not release any personally identifiable information from 

voter registration records to the public.  

In addition, to address issues raised in recent litigation regarding the data transfer portal, the 

Commission is offering a new tool for you to transmit data directly to the White House computer 

system.  To securely submit your State’s data, please have a member of your staff contact Ron 

Williams on the Commission’s staff at ElectionIntegrityStaff@ovp.eop.gov and provide his or 

her contact information. Commission staff will then reach out to your point of contact to provide 

detailed instructions for submitting the data securely. 

The Commission will approach all of its work without preconceived conclusions or 

prejudgments.  The Members of this bipartisan Commission are interested in gathering facts and 

going where those facts lead.  We take seriously the Commissions’ mission pursuant to 

Executive Order 13799 to identify those laws, rules, policies, activities, strategies, and practices 

that either enhance or undermine the integrity of elections processes.  I look forward to working 

with you in the months ahead to advance those objectives. 

Sincerely,  

 

 

Kris W. Kobach 

Vice Chair 

Presidential Advisory Commission on Election Integrity  

mailto:ElectionIntegrityStaff@ovp.eop.gov


 
July 26, 2017 

 

New York State Board of Elections 

Mr. Robert Brehm and Mr. Todd Valentine, Co-Executive Directors 

40 North Pearl Street, Suite 5 

Albany, NY 12207 

 

Dear Co-Executive Directors Brehm and Valentine, 

 

In my capacity as Vice Chair of the Presidential Advisory Commission on Election Integrity, I 

wrote to you on June 28, 2017, to request publicly available voter registration records.  On July 

10, 2017, the Commission staff requested that you delay submitting any records until the U.S. 

District Court for the District of Columbia ruled on a motion from the Electronic Privacy 

Information Center that sought to prevent the Commission from receiving the records. On July 

24, 2017, the court denied that motion.  In light of that decision in the Commission’s favor, I 

write to renew the June 28 request, as well as to answer questions some States raised about the 

request’s scope and the Commission’s intent regarding its use of the registration records.  I 

appreciate the cooperation of chief election officials from more than 30 States who have already 

responded to the June 28 request and either agreed to provide these publicly available records, or 

are currently evaluating what specific records they may provide in accordance with their State 

laws.  

Like you, I serve as the chief election official of my State. And like you, ensuring the privacy 

and security of any non-public voter information is a high priority.  My June 28 letter only 

requested information that is already available to the public under the laws of your State, which 

is information that States regularly provide to political candidates, journalists, and other 

interested members of the public.  As you know, federal law requires the States to maintain 

certain voter registration information and make it available to the public pursuant to the National 

Voter Registration Act (NVRA) and the Help America Vote Act (HAVA).  The Commission 

recognizes that State laws differ regarding what specific voter registration information is publicly 

available. 

I want to assure you that the Commission will not publicly release any personally identifiable 

information regarding any individual voter or any group of voters from the voter registration 

records you submit.  Individuals’ voter registration records will be kept confidential and secure 

throughout the duration of the Commission’s existence.  Once the Commission’s analysis is 



complete, the Commission will dispose of the data as permitted by federal law. The only 

information that will be made public are statistical conclusions drawn from the data, other 

general observations that may be drawn from the data, and any correspondence that you may 

send to the Commission in response to the narrative questions enumerated in the June 28 letter.  

Let me be clear, the Commission will not release any personally identifiable information from 

voter registration records to the public.  

In addition, to address issues raised in recent litigation regarding the data transfer portal, the 

Commission is offering a new tool for you to transmit data directly to the White House computer 

system.  To securely submit your State’s data, please have a member of your staff contact Ron 

Williams on the Commission’s staff at ElectionIntegrityStaff@ovp.eop.gov and provide his or 

her contact information. Commission staff will then reach out to your point of contact to provide 

detailed instructions for submitting the data securely. 

The Commission will approach all of its work without preconceived conclusions or 

prejudgments.  The Members of this bipartisan Commission are interested in gathering facts and 

going where those facts lead.  We take seriously the Commissions’ mission pursuant to 

Executive Order 13799 to identify those laws, rules, policies, activities, strategies, and practices 

that either enhance or undermine the integrity of elections processes.  I look forward to working 

with you in the months ahead to advance those objectives. 

Sincerely,  

 

 

Kris W. Kobach 

Vice Chair 

Presidential Advisory Commission on Election Integrity  

mailto:ElectionIntegrityStaff@ovp.eop.gov


 
July 26, 2017 

 

North Carolina State Board of Elections 

Ms. Kim Strach, Executive Director 

P.O. Box 27255 

Raleigh, NC 27611 

 

Dear Executive Director Strach, 

 

In my capacity as Vice Chair of the Presidential Advisory Commission on Election Integrity, I 

wrote to you on June 28, 2017, to request publicly available voter registration records.  On July 

10, 2017, the Commission staff requested that you delay submitting any records until the U.S. 

District Court for the District of Columbia ruled on a motion from the Electronic Privacy 

Information Center that sought to prevent the Commission from receiving the records. On July 

24, 2017, the court denied that motion.  In light of that decision in the Commission’s favor, I 

write to renew the June 28 request, as well as to answer questions some States raised about the 

request’s scope and the Commission’s intent regarding its use of the registration records.  I 

appreciate the cooperation of chief election officials from more than 30 States who have already 

responded to the June 28 request and either agreed to provide these publicly available records, or 

are currently evaluating what specific records they may provide in accordance with their State 

laws.  

Like you, I serve as the chief election official of my State. And like you, ensuring the privacy 

and security of any non-public voter information is a high priority.  My June 28 letter only 

requested information that is already available to the public under the laws of your State, which 

is information that States regularly provide to political candidates, journalists, and other 

interested members of the public.  As you know, federal law requires the States to maintain 

certain voter registration information and make it available to the public pursuant to the National 

Voter Registration Act (NVRA) and the Help America Vote Act (HAVA).  The Commission 

recognizes that State laws differ regarding what specific voter registration information is publicly 

available. 

I want to assure you that the Commission will not publicly release any personally identifiable 

information regarding any individual voter or any group of voters from the voter registration 

records you submit.  Individuals’ voter registration records will be kept confidential and secure 

throughout the duration of the Commission’s existence.  Once the Commission’s analysis is 



complete, the Commission will dispose of the data as permitted by federal law. The only 

information that will be made public are statistical conclusions drawn from the data, other 

general observations that may be drawn from the data, and any correspondence that you may 

send to the Commission in response to the narrative questions enumerated in the June 28 letter.  

Let me be clear, the Commission will not release any personally identifiable information from 

voter registration records to the public.  

In addition, to address issues raised in recent litigation regarding the data transfer portal, the 

Commission is offering a new tool for you to transmit data directly to the White House computer 

system.  To securely submit your State’s data, please have a member of your staff contact Ron 

Williams on the Commission’s staff at ElectionIntegrityStaff@ovp.eop.gov and provide his or 

her contact information. Commission staff will then reach out to your point of contact to provide 

detailed instructions for submitting the data securely. 

The Commission will approach all of its work without preconceived conclusions or 

prejudgments.  The Members of this bipartisan Commission are interested in gathering facts and 

going where those facts lead.  We take seriously the Commissions’ mission pursuant to 

Executive Order 13799 to identify those laws, rules, policies, activities, strategies, and practices 

that either enhance or undermine the integrity of elections processes.  I look forward to working 

with you in the months ahead to advance those objectives. 

Sincerely,  

 

 

Kris W. Kobach 

Vice Chair 

Presidential Advisory Commission on Election Integrity  

mailto:ElectionIntegrityStaff@ovp.eop.gov


 
July 26, 2017 

 

Office of the Secretary of State of North Dakota 

The Honorable Alvin Jaeger, Secretary of State 

600 E. Boulevard Ave., Dept. 108 

Bismarck, ND 58505 

 

Dear Secretary Jaeger, 

 

In my capacity as Vice Chair of the Presidential Advisory Commission on Election Integrity, I 

wrote to you on June 28, 2017, to request publicly available voter registration records.  On July 

10, 2017, the Commission staff requested that you delay submitting any records until the U.S. 

District Court for the District of Columbia ruled on a motion from the Electronic Privacy 

Information Center that sought to prevent the Commission from receiving the records. On July 

24, 2017, the court denied that motion.  In light of that decision in the Commission’s favor, I 

write to renew the June 28 request, as well as to answer questions some States raised about the 

request’s scope and the Commission’s intent regarding its use of the registration records.  I 

appreciate the cooperation of chief election officials from more than 30 States who have already 

responded to the June 28 request and either agreed to provide these publicly available records, or 

are currently evaluating what specific records they may provide in accordance with their State 

laws.  

Like you, I serve as the chief election official of my State. And like you, ensuring the privacy 

and security of any non-public voter information is a high priority.  My June 28 letter only 

requested information that is already available to the public under the laws of your State, which 

is information that States regularly provide to political candidates, journalists, and other 

interested members of the public.  As you know, federal law requires the States to maintain 

certain voter registration information and make it available to the public pursuant to the National 

Voter Registration Act (NVRA) and the Help America Vote Act (HAVA).  The Commission 

recognizes that State laws differ regarding what specific voter registration information is publicly 

available. 

I want to assure you that the Commission will not publicly release any personally identifiable 

information regarding any individual voter or any group of voters from the voter registration 

records you submit.  Individuals’ voter registration records will be kept confidential and secure 

throughout the duration of the Commission’s existence.  Once the Commission’s analysis is 



complete, the Commission will dispose of the data as permitted by federal law. The only 

information that will be made public are statistical conclusions drawn from the data, other 

general observations that may be drawn from the data, and any correspondence that you may 

send to the Commission in response to the narrative questions enumerated in the June 28 letter.  

Let me be clear, the Commission will not release any personally identifiable information from 

voter registration records to the public.  

In addition, to address issues raised in recent litigation regarding the data transfer portal, the 

Commission is offering a new tool for you to transmit data directly to the White House computer 

system.  To securely submit your State’s data, please have a member of your staff contact Ron 

Williams on the Commission’s staff at ElectionIntegrityStaff@ovp.eop.gov and provide his or 

her contact information. Commission staff will then reach out to your point of contact to provide 

detailed instructions for submitting the data securely. 

The Commission will approach all of its work without preconceived conclusions or 

prejudgments.  The Members of this bipartisan Commission are interested in gathering facts and 

going where those facts lead.  We take seriously the Commissions’ mission pursuant to 

Executive Order 13799 to identify those laws, rules, policies, activities, strategies, and practices 

that either enhance or undermine the integrity of elections processes.  I look forward to working 

with you in the months ahead to advance those objectives. 

Sincerely,  

 

 

Kris W. Kobach 

Vice Chair 

Presidential Advisory Commission on Election Integrity  

mailto:ElectionIntegrityStaff@ovp.eop.gov


 
July 26, 2017 

 

Office of the Secretary of State of Ohio 

The Honorable Jon Husted, Secretary of State 

180 East Broad Street, 16th Floor 

Columbus, OH 43215 

 

Dear Secretary Husted, 

 

In my capacity as Vice Chair of the Presidential Advisory Commission on Election Integrity, I 

wrote to you on June 28, 2017, to request publicly available voter registration records.  On July 

10, 2017, the Commission staff requested that you delay submitting any records until the U.S. 

District Court for the District of Columbia ruled on a motion from the Electronic Privacy 

Information Center that sought to prevent the Commission from receiving the records. On July 

24, 2017, the court denied that motion.  In light of that decision in the Commission’s favor, I 

write to renew the June 28 request, as well as to answer questions some States raised about the 

request’s scope and the Commission’s intent regarding its use of the registration records.  I 

appreciate the cooperation of chief election officials from more than 30 States who have already 

responded to the June 28 request and either agreed to provide these publicly available records, or 

are currently evaluating what specific records they may provide in accordance with their State 

laws.  

Like you, I serve as the chief election official of my State. And like you, ensuring the privacy 

and security of any non-public voter information is a high priority.  My June 28 letter only 

requested information that is already available to the public under the laws of your State, which 

is information that States regularly provide to political candidates, journalists, and other 

interested members of the public.  As you know, federal law requires the States to maintain 

certain voter registration information and make it available to the public pursuant to the National 

Voter Registration Act (NVRA) and the Help America Vote Act (HAVA).  The Commission 

recognizes that State laws differ regarding what specific voter registration information is publicly 

available. 

I want to assure you that the Commission will not publicly release any personally identifiable 

information regarding any individual voter or any group of voters from the voter registration 

records you submit.  Individuals’ voter registration records will be kept confidential and secure 

throughout the duration of the Commission’s existence.  Once the Commission’s analysis is 



complete, the Commission will dispose of the data as permitted by federal law. The only 

information that will be made public are statistical conclusions drawn from the data, other 

general observations that may be drawn from the data, and any correspondence that you may 

send to the Commission in response to the narrative questions enumerated in the June 28 letter.  

Let me be clear, the Commission will not release any personally identifiable information from 

voter registration records to the public.  

In addition, to address issues raised in recent litigation regarding the data transfer portal, the 

Commission is offering a new tool for you to transmit data directly to the White House computer 

system.  To securely submit your State’s data, please have a member of your staff contact Ron 

Williams on the Commission’s staff at ElectionIntegrityStaff@ovp.eop.gov and provide his or 

her contact information. Commission staff will then reach out to your point of contact to provide 

detailed instructions for submitting the data securely. 

The Commission will approach all of its work without preconceived conclusions or 

prejudgments.  The Members of this bipartisan Commission are interested in gathering facts and 

going where those facts lead.  We take seriously the Commissions’ mission pursuant to 

Executive Order 13799 to identify those laws, rules, policies, activities, strategies, and practices 

that either enhance or undermine the integrity of elections processes.  I look forward to working 

with you in the months ahead to advance those objectives. 

Sincerely,  

 

 

Kris W. Kobach 

Vice Chair 

Presidential Advisory Commission on Election Integrity  

mailto:ElectionIntegrityStaff@ovp.eop.gov


 
July 26, 2017 

 

Oklahoma State Election Board 

Mr. Paul Ziriax, State Election Board 

PO Box 53156 

Oklahoma City, OK 73152 

 

Dear Secretary Ziriax, 

 

In my capacity as Vice Chair of the Presidential Advisory Commission on Election Integrity, I 

wrote to you on June 28, 2017, to request publicly available voter registration records.  On July 

10, 2017, the Commission staff requested that you delay submitting any records until the U.S. 

District Court for the District of Columbia ruled on a motion from the Electronic Privacy 

Information Center that sought to prevent the Commission from receiving the records. On July 

24, 2017, the court denied that motion.  In light of that decision in the Commission’s favor, I 

write to renew the June 28 request, as well as to answer questions some States raised about the 

request’s scope and the Commission’s intent regarding its use of the registration records.  I 

appreciate the cooperation of chief election officials from more than 30 States who have already 

responded to the June 28 request and either agreed to provide these publicly available records, or 

are currently evaluating what specific records they may provide in accordance with their State 

laws.  

Like you, I serve as the chief election official of my State. And like you, ensuring the privacy 

and security of any non-public voter information is a high priority.  My June 28 letter only 

requested information that is already available to the public under the laws of your State, which 

is information that States regularly provide to political candidates, journalists, and other 

interested members of the public.  As you know, federal law requires the States to maintain 

certain voter registration information and make it available to the public pursuant to the National 

Voter Registration Act (NVRA) and the Help America Vote Act (HAVA).  The Commission 

recognizes that State laws differ regarding what specific voter registration information is publicly 

available. 

I want to assure you that the Commission will not publicly release any personally identifiable 

information regarding any individual voter or any group of voters from the voter registration 

records you submit.  Individuals’ voter registration records will be kept confidential and secure 

throughout the duration of the Commission’s existence.  Once the Commission’s analysis is 



complete, the Commission will dispose of the data as permitted by federal law. The only 

information that will be made public are statistical conclusions drawn from the data, other 

general observations that may be drawn from the data, and any correspondence that you may 

send to the Commission in response to the narrative questions enumerated in the June 28 letter.  

Let me be clear, the Commission will not release any personally identifiable information from 

voter registration records to the public.  

In addition, to address issues raised in recent litigation regarding the data transfer portal, the 

Commission is offering a new tool for you to transmit data directly to the White House computer 

system.  To securely submit your State’s data, please have a member of your staff contact Ron 

Williams on the Commission’s staff at ElectionIntegrityStaff@ovp.eop.gov and provide his or 

her contact information. Commission staff will then reach out to your point of contact to provide 

detailed instructions for submitting the data securely. 

The Commission will approach all of its work without preconceived conclusions or 

prejudgments.  The Members of this bipartisan Commission are interested in gathering facts and 

going where those facts lead.  We take seriously the Commissions’ mission pursuant to 

Executive Order 13799 to identify those laws, rules, policies, activities, strategies, and practices 

that either enhance or undermine the integrity of elections processes.  I look forward to working 

with you in the months ahead to advance those objectives. 

Sincerely,  

 

 

Kris W. Kobach 

Vice Chair 

Presidential Advisory Commission on Election Integrity  

mailto:ElectionIntegrityStaff@ovp.eop.gov


 
July 26, 2017 

 

Office of the Secretary of State of Oregon 

The Honorable Dennis Richardson, Secretary of State 

900 Court Street NE 

Capitol Room 136 

Salem, OR 97310 

 

Dear Secretary Richardson, 

 

In my capacity as Vice Chair of the Presidential Advisory Commission on Election Integrity, I 

wrote to you on June 28, 2017, to request publicly available voter registration records.  On July 

10, 2017, the Commission staff requested that you delay submitting any records until the U.S. 

District Court for the District of Columbia ruled on a motion from the Electronic Privacy 

Information Center that sought to prevent the Commission from receiving the records. On July 

24, 2017, the court denied that motion.  In light of that decision in the Commission’s favor, I 

write to renew the June 28 request, as well as to answer questions some States raised about the 

request’s scope and the Commission’s intent regarding its use of the registration records.  I 

appreciate the cooperation of chief election officials from more than 30 States who have already 

responded to the June 28 request and either agreed to provide these publicly available records, or 

are currently evaluating what specific records they may provide in accordance with their State 

laws.  

Like you, I serve as the chief election official of my State. And like you, ensuring the privacy 

and security of any non-public voter information is a high priority.  My June 28 letter only 

requested information that is already available to the public under the laws of your State, which 

is information that States regularly provide to political candidates, journalists, and other 

interested members of the public.  As you know, federal law requires the States to maintain 

certain voter registration information and make it available to the public pursuant to the National 

Voter Registration Act (NVRA) and the Help America Vote Act (HAVA).  The Commission 

recognizes that State laws differ regarding what specific voter registration information is publicly 

available. 

I want to assure you that the Commission will not publicly release any personally identifiable 

information regarding any individual voter or any group of voters from the voter registration 

records you submit.  Individuals’ voter registration records will be kept confidential and secure 



throughout the duration of the Commission’s existence.  Once the Commission’s analysis is 

complete, the Commission will dispose of the data as permitted by federal law. The only 

information that will be made public are statistical conclusions drawn from the data, other 

general observations that may be drawn from the data, and any correspondence that you may 

send to the Commission in response to the narrative questions enumerated in the June 28 letter.  

Let me be clear, the Commission will not release any personally identifiable information from 

voter registration records to the public.  

In addition, to address issues raised in recent litigation regarding the data transfer portal, the 

Commission is offering a new tool for you to transmit data directly to the White House computer 

system.  To securely submit your State’s data, please have a member of your staff contact Ron 

Williams on the Commission’s staff at ElectionIntegrityStaff@ovp.eop.gov and provide his or 

her contact information. Commission staff will then reach out to your point of contact to provide 

detailed instructions for submitting the data securely. 

The Commission will approach all of its work without preconceived conclusions or 

prejudgments.  The Members of this bipartisan Commission are interested in gathering facts and 

going where those facts lead.  We take seriously the Commissions’ mission pursuant to 

Executive Order 13799 to identify those laws, rules, policies, activities, strategies, and practices 

that either enhance or undermine the integrity of elections processes.  I look forward to working 

with you in the months ahead to advance those objectives. 

Sincerely,  

 

 

Kris W. Kobach 

Vice Chair 

Presidential Advisory Commission on Election Integrity  

mailto:ElectionIntegrityStaff@ovp.eop.gov


 
July 26, 2017 

 

Office of the Secretary of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 

The Honorable Pedro Cortés, Secretary of the Commonwealth 

302 North Office Building 

Harrisburg, PA 17120 

 

Dear Secretary Cortés, 

 

In my capacity as Vice Chair of the Presidential Advisory Commission on Election Integrity, I 

wrote to you on June 28, 2017, to request publicly available voter registration records.  On July 

10, 2017, the Commission staff requested that you delay submitting any records until the U.S. 

District Court for the District of Columbia ruled on a motion from the Electronic Privacy 

Information Center that sought to prevent the Commission from receiving the records. On July 

24, 2017, the court denied that motion.  In light of that decision in the Commission’s favor, I 

write to renew the June 28 request, as well as to answer questions some States raised about the 

request’s scope and the Commission’s intent regarding its use of the registration records.  I 

appreciate the cooperation of chief election officials from more than 30 States who have already 

responded to the June 28 request and either agreed to provide these publicly available records, or 

are currently evaluating what specific records they may provide in accordance with their State 

laws.  

Like you, I serve as the chief election official of my State. And like you, ensuring the privacy 

and security of any non-public voter information is a high priority.  My June 28 letter only 

requested information that is already available to the public under the laws of your State, which 

is information that States regularly provide to political candidates, journalists, and other 

interested members of the public.  As you know, federal law requires the States to maintain 

certain voter registration information and make it available to the public pursuant to the National 

Voter Registration Act (NVRA) and the Help America Vote Act (HAVA).  The Commission 

recognizes that State laws differ regarding what specific voter registration information is publicly 

available. 

I want to assure you that the Commission will not publicly release any personally identifiable 

information regarding any individual voter or any group of voters from the voter registration 

records you submit.  Individuals’ voter registration records will be kept confidential and secure 

throughout the duration of the Commission’s existence.  Once the Commission’s analysis is 



complete, the Commission will dispose of the data as permitted by federal law. The only 

information that will be made public are statistical conclusions drawn from the data, other 

general observations that may be drawn from the data, and any correspondence that you may 

send to the Commission in response to the narrative questions enumerated in the June 28 letter.  

Let me be clear, the Commission will not release any personally identifiable information from 

voter registration records to the public.  

In addition, to address issues raised in recent litigation regarding the data transfer portal, the 

Commission is offering a new tool for you to transmit data directly to the White House computer 

system.  To securely submit your State’s data, please have a member of your staff contact Ron 

Williams on the Commission’s staff at ElectionIntegrityStaff@ovp.eop.gov and provide his or 

her contact information. Commission staff will then reach out to your point of contact to provide 

detailed instructions for submitting the data securely. 

The Commission will approach all of its work without preconceived conclusions or 

prejudgments.  The Members of this bipartisan Commission are interested in gathering facts and 

going where those facts lead.  We take seriously the Commissions’ mission pursuant to 

Executive Order 13799 to identify those laws, rules, policies, activities, strategies, and practices 

that either enhance or undermine the integrity of elections processes.  I look forward to working 

with you in the months ahead to advance those objectives. 

Sincerely,  

 

 

Kris W. Kobach 

Vice Chair 

Presidential Advisory Commission on Election Integrity  

mailto:ElectionIntegrityStaff@ovp.eop.gov


 
July 26, 2017 

 

Office of the Secretary of State of Rhode Island 

The Honorable Nellie Gorbea, Secretary of State 

82 Smith St., Rm 217 

Providence, RI 02903 

 

Dear Secretary Gorbea, 

 

In my capacity as Vice Chair of the Presidential Advisory Commission on Election Integrity, I 

wrote to you on June 28, 2017, to request publicly available voter registration records.  On July 

10, 2017, the Commission staff requested that you delay submitting any records until the U.S. 

District Court for the District of Columbia ruled on a motion from the Electronic Privacy 

Information Center that sought to prevent the Commission from receiving the records. On July 

24, 2017, the court denied that motion.  In light of that decision in the Commission’s favor, I 

write to renew the June 28 request, as well as to answer questions some States raised about the 

request’s scope and the Commission’s intent regarding its use of the registration records.  I 

appreciate the cooperation of chief election officials from more than 30 States who have already 

responded to the June 28 request and either agreed to provide these publicly available records, or 

are currently evaluating what specific records they may provide in accordance with their State 

laws.  

Like you, I serve as the chief election official of my State. And like you, ensuring the privacy 

and security of any non-public voter information is a high priority.  My June 28 letter only 

requested information that is already available to the public under the laws of your State, which 

is information that States regularly provide to political candidates, journalists, and other 

interested members of the public.  As you know, federal law requires the States to maintain 

certain voter registration information and make it available to the public pursuant to the National 

Voter Registration Act (NVRA) and the Help America Vote Act (HAVA).  The Commission 

recognizes that State laws differ regarding what specific voter registration information is publicly 

available. 

I want to assure you that the Commission will not publicly release any personally identifiable 

information regarding any individual voter or any group of voters from the voter registration 

records you submit.  Individuals’ voter registration records will be kept confidential and secure 

throughout the duration of the Commission’s existence.  Once the Commission’s analysis is 



complete, the Commission will dispose of the data as permitted by federal law. The only 

information that will be made public are statistical conclusions drawn from the data, other 

general observations that may be drawn from the data, and any correspondence that you may 

send to the Commission in response to the narrative questions enumerated in the June 28 letter.  

Let me be clear, the Commission will not release any personally identifiable information from 

voter registration records to the public.  

In addition, to address issues raised in recent litigation regarding the data transfer portal, the 

Commission is offering a new tool for you to transmit data directly to the White House computer 

system.  To securely submit your State’s data, please have a member of your staff contact Ron 

Williams on the Commission’s staff at ElectionIntegrityStaff@ovp.eop.gov and provide his or 

her contact information. Commission staff will then reach out to your point of contact to provide 

detailed instructions for submitting the data securely. 

The Commission will approach all of its work without preconceived conclusions or 

prejudgments.  The Members of this bipartisan Commission are interested in gathering facts and 

going where those facts lead.  We take seriously the Commissions’ mission pursuant to 

Executive Order 13799 to identify those laws, rules, policies, activities, strategies, and practices 

that either enhance or undermine the integrity of elections processes.  I look forward to working 

with you in the months ahead to advance those objectives. 

Sincerely,  

 

 

Kris W. Kobach 

Vice Chair 

Presidential Advisory Commission on Election Integrity  

mailto:ElectionIntegrityStaff@ovp.eop.gov


 
July 26, 2017 

 

South Carolina State Election Commission 

Ms. Marci Andino, Executive Director 

P.O. Box 5987 

Columbia, SC 29250 

 

Dear Executive Director Andino, 

 

In my capacity as Vice Chair of the Presidential Advisory Commission on Election Integrity, I 

wrote to you on June 28, 2017, to request publicly available voter registration records.  On July 

10, 2017, the Commission staff requested that you delay submitting any records until the U.S. 

District Court for the District of Columbia ruled on a motion from the Electronic Privacy 

Information Center that sought to prevent the Commission from receiving the records. On July 

24, 2017, the court denied that motion.  In light of that decision in the Commission’s favor, I 

write to renew the June 28 request, as well as to answer questions some States raised about the 

request’s scope and the Commission’s intent regarding its use of the registration records.  I 

appreciate the cooperation of chief election officials from more than 30 States who have already 

responded to the June 28 request and either agreed to provide these publicly available records, or 

are currently evaluating what specific records they may provide in accordance with their State 

laws.  

Like you, I serve as the chief election official of my State. And like you, ensuring the privacy 

and security of any non-public voter information is a high priority.  My June 28 letter only 

requested information that is already available to the public under the laws of your State, which 

is information that States regularly provide to political candidates, journalists, and other 

interested members of the public.  As you know, federal law requires the States to maintain 

certain voter registration information and make it available to the public pursuant to the National 

Voter Registration Act (NVRA) and the Help America Vote Act (HAVA).  The Commission 

recognizes that State laws differ regarding what specific voter registration information is publicly 

available. 

I want to assure you that the Commission will not publicly release any personally identifiable 

information regarding any individual voter or any group of voters from the voter registration 

records you submit.  Individuals’ voter registration records will be kept confidential and secure 

throughout the duration of the Commission’s existence.  Once the Commission’s analysis is 



complete, the Commission will dispose of the data as permitted by federal law. The only 

information that will be made public are statistical conclusions drawn from the data, other 

general observations that may be drawn from the data, and any correspondence that you may 

send to the Commission in response to the narrative questions enumerated in the June 28 letter.  

Let me be clear, the Commission will not release any personally identifiable information from 

voter registration records to the public.  

In addition, to address issues raised in recent litigation regarding the data transfer portal, the 

Commission is offering a new tool for you to transmit data directly to the White House computer 

system.  To securely submit your State’s data, please have a member of your staff contact Ron 

Williams on the Commission’s staff at ElectionIntegrityStaff@ovp.eop.gov and provide his or 

her contact information. Commission staff will then reach out to your point of contact to provide 

detailed instructions for submitting the data securely. 

The Commission will approach all of its work without preconceived conclusions or 

prejudgments.  The Members of this bipartisan Commission are interested in gathering facts and 

going where those facts lead.  We take seriously the Commissions’ mission pursuant to 

Executive Order 13799 to identify those laws, rules, policies, activities, strategies, and practices 

that either enhance or undermine the integrity of elections processes.  I look forward to working 

with you in the months ahead to advance those objectives. 

Sincerely,  

 

 

Kris W. Kobach 

Vice Chair 

Presidential Advisory Commission on Election Integrity  

mailto:ElectionIntegrityStaff@ovp.eop.gov


 
July 26, 2017 

 

Office of the Secretary of State of South Dakota 

The Honorable Shantel Krebs, Secretary of State 

500 East Capitol Avenue Ste 204 

Pierre, SD 57501 

 

Dear Secretary Krebs, 

 

In my capacity as Vice Chair of the Presidential Advisory Commission on Election Integrity, I 

wrote to you on June 28, 2017, to request publicly available voter registration records.  On July 

10, 2017, the Commission staff requested that you delay submitting any records until the U.S. 

District Court for the District of Columbia ruled on a motion from the Electronic Privacy 

Information Center that sought to prevent the Commission from receiving the records. On July 

24, 2017, the court denied that motion.  In light of that decision in the Commission’s favor, I 

write to renew the June 28 request, as well as to answer questions some States raised about the 

request’s scope and the Commission’s intent regarding its use of the registration records.  I 

appreciate the cooperation of chief election officials from more than 30 States who have already 

responded to the June 28 request and either agreed to provide these publicly available records, or 

are currently evaluating what specific records they may provide in accordance with their State 

laws.  

Like you, I serve as the chief election official of my State. And like you, ensuring the privacy 

and security of any non-public voter information is a high priority.  My June 28 letter only 

requested information that is already available to the public under the laws of your State, which 

is information that States regularly provide to political candidates, journalists, and other 

interested members of the public.  As you know, federal law requires the States to maintain 

certain voter registration information and make it available to the public pursuant to the National 

Voter Registration Act (NVRA) and the Help America Vote Act (HAVA).  The Commission 

recognizes that State laws differ regarding what specific voter registration information is publicly 

available. 

I want to assure you that the Commission will not publicly release any personally identifiable 

information regarding any individual voter or any group of voters from the voter registration 

records you submit.  Individuals’ voter registration records will be kept confidential and secure 

throughout the duration of the Commission’s existence.  Once the Commission’s analysis is 



complete, the Commission will dispose of the data as permitted by federal law. The only 

information that will be made public are statistical conclusions drawn from the data, other 

general observations that may be drawn from the data, and any correspondence that you may 

send to the Commission in response to the narrative questions enumerated in the June 28 letter.  

Let me be clear, the Commission will not release any personally identifiable information from 

voter registration records to the public.  

In addition, to address issues raised in recent litigation regarding the data transfer portal, the 

Commission is offering a new tool for you to transmit data directly to the White House computer 

system.  To securely submit your State’s data, please have a member of your staff contact Ron 

Williams on the Commission’s staff at ElectionIntegrityStaff@ovp.eop.gov and provide his or 

her contact information. Commission staff will then reach out to your point of contact to provide 

detailed instructions for submitting the data securely. 

The Commission will approach all of its work without preconceived conclusions or 

prejudgments.  The Members of this bipartisan Commission are interested in gathering facts and 

going where those facts lead.  We take seriously the Commissions’ mission pursuant to 

Executive Order 13799 to identify those laws, rules, policies, activities, strategies, and practices 

that either enhance or undermine the integrity of elections processes.  I look forward to working 

with you in the months ahead to advance those objectives. 

Sincerely,  

 

 

Kris W. Kobach 

Vice Chair 

Presidential Advisory Commission on Election Integrity  

mailto:ElectionIntegrityStaff@ovp.eop.gov


 
July 26, 2017 

 

Office of the Secretary of State of Tennessee 

The Honorable Tre Hargett, Secretary of State 

State Capitol, First Floor 

Nashville, TN 37243 

 

Dear Secretary Hargett, 

 

In my capacity as Vice Chair of the Presidential Advisory Commission on Election Integrity, I 

wrote to you on June 28, 2017, to request publicly available voter registration records.  On July 

10, 2017, the Commission staff requested that you delay submitting any records until the U.S. 

District Court for the District of Columbia ruled on a motion from the Electronic Privacy 

Information Center that sought to prevent the Commission from receiving the records. On July 

24, 2017, the court denied that motion.  In light of that decision in the Commission’s favor, I 

write to renew the June 28 request, as well as to answer questions some States raised about the 

request’s scope and the Commission’s intent regarding its use of the registration records.  I 

appreciate the cooperation of chief election officials from more than 30 States who have already 

responded to the June 28 request and either agreed to provide these publicly available records, or 

are currently evaluating what specific records they may provide in accordance with their State 

laws.  

Like you, I serve as the chief election official of my State. And like you, ensuring the privacy 

and security of any non-public voter information is a high priority.  My June 28 letter only 

requested information that is already available to the public under the laws of your State, which 

is information that States regularly provide to political candidates, journalists, and other 

interested members of the public.  As you know, federal law requires the States to maintain 

certain voter registration information and make it available to the public pursuant to the National 

Voter Registration Act (NVRA) and the Help America Vote Act (HAVA).  The Commission 

recognizes that State laws differ regarding what specific voter registration information is publicly 

available. 

I want to assure you that the Commission will not publicly release any personally identifiable 

information regarding any individual voter or any group of voters from the voter registration 

records you submit.  Individuals’ voter registration records will be kept confidential and secure 

throughout the duration of the Commission’s existence.  Once the Commission’s analysis is 



complete, the Commission will dispose of the data as permitted by federal law. The only 

information that will be made public are statistical conclusions drawn from the data, other 

general observations that may be drawn from the data, and any correspondence that you may 

send to the Commission in response to the narrative questions enumerated in the June 28 letter.  

Let me be clear, the Commission will not release any personally identifiable information from 

voter registration records to the public.  

In addition, to address issues raised in recent litigation regarding the data transfer portal, the 

Commission is offering a new tool for you to transmit data directly to the White House computer 

system.  To securely submit your State’s data, please have a member of your staff contact Ron 

Williams on the Commission’s staff at ElectionIntegrityStaff@ovp.eop.gov and provide his or 

her contact information. Commission staff will then reach out to your point of contact to provide 

detailed instructions for submitting the data securely. 

The Commission will approach all of its work without preconceived conclusions or 

prejudgments.  The Members of this bipartisan Commission are interested in gathering facts and 

going where those facts lead.  We take seriously the Commissions’ mission pursuant to 

Executive Order 13799 to identify those laws, rules, policies, activities, strategies, and practices 

that either enhance or undermine the integrity of elections processes.  I look forward to working 

with you in the months ahead to advance those objectives. 

Sincerely,  

 

 

Kris W. Kobach 

Vice Chair 

Presidential Advisory Commission on Election Integrity  

mailto:ElectionIntegrityStaff@ovp.eop.gov


 
July 26, 2017 

 

Office of the Secretary of State of Texas 

The Honorable Rolando Pablos, Secretary of State 

1100 Congress, Room 1E.8 

Austin, TX 78701 

 

Dear Secretary Pablos, 

 

In my capacity as Vice Chair of the Presidential Advisory Commission on Election Integrity, I 

wrote to you on June 28, 2017, to request publicly available voter registration records.  On July 

10, 2017, the Commission staff requested that you delay submitting any records until the U.S. 

District Court for the District of Columbia ruled on a motion from the Electronic Privacy 

Information Center that sought to prevent the Commission from receiving the records. On July 

24, 2017, the court denied that motion.  In light of that decision in the Commission’s favor, I 

write to renew the June 28 request, as well as to answer questions some States raised about the 

request’s scope and the Commission’s intent regarding its use of the registration records.  I 

appreciate the cooperation of chief election officials from more than 30 States who have already 

responded to the June 28 request and either agreed to provide these publicly available records, or 

are currently evaluating what specific records they may provide in accordance with their State 

laws.  

Like you, I serve as the chief election official of my State. And like you, ensuring the privacy 

and security of any non-public voter information is a high priority.  My June 28 letter only 

requested information that is already available to the public under the laws of your State, which 

is information that States regularly provide to political candidates, journalists, and other 

interested members of the public.  As you know, federal law requires the States to maintain 

certain voter registration information and make it available to the public pursuant to the National 

Voter Registration Act (NVRA) and the Help America Vote Act (HAVA).  The Commission 

recognizes that State laws differ regarding what specific voter registration information is publicly 

available. 

I want to assure you that the Commission will not publicly release any personally identifiable 

information regarding any individual voter or any group of voters from the voter registration 

records you submit.  Individuals’ voter registration records will be kept confidential and secure 

throughout the duration of the Commission’s existence.  Once the Commission’s analysis is 



complete, the Commission will dispose of the data as permitted by federal law. The only 

information that will be made public are statistical conclusions drawn from the data, other 

general observations that may be drawn from the data, and any correspondence that you may 

send to the Commission in response to the narrative questions enumerated in the June 28 letter.  

Let me be clear, the Commission will not release any personally identifiable information from 

voter registration records to the public.  

In addition, to address issues raised in recent litigation regarding the data transfer portal, the 

Commission is offering a new tool for you to transmit data directly to the White House computer 

system.  To securely submit your State’s data, please have a member of your staff contact Ron 

Williams on the Commission’s staff at ElectionIntegrityStaff@ovp.eop.gov and provide his or 

her contact information. Commission staff will then reach out to your point of contact to provide 

detailed instructions for submitting the data securely. 

The Commission will approach all of its work without preconceived conclusions or 

prejudgments.  The Members of this bipartisan Commission are interested in gathering facts and 

going where those facts lead.  We take seriously the Commissions’ mission pursuant to 

Executive Order 13799 to identify those laws, rules, policies, activities, strategies, and practices 

that either enhance or undermine the integrity of elections processes.  I look forward to working 

with you in the months ahead to advance those objectives. 

Sincerely,  

 

 

Kris W. Kobach 

Vice Chair 

Presidential Advisory Commission on Election Integrity  

mailto:ElectionIntegrityStaff@ovp.eop.gov


 
July 26, 2017 

 

Office of the Lieutenant Governor of Utah 

The Honorable Spencer Cox, Lieutenant Governor 

PO Box 142325 

Salt Lake City, UT 84114 

 

Dear Lieutenant Governor Cox, 

 

In my capacity as Vice Chair of the Presidential Advisory Commission on Election Integrity, I 

wrote to you on June 28, 2017, to request publicly available voter registration records.  On July 

10, 2017, the Commission staff requested that you delay submitting any records until the U.S. 

District Court for the District of Columbia ruled on a motion from the Electronic Privacy 

Information Center that sought to prevent the Commission from receiving the records. On July 

24, 2017, the court denied that motion.  In light of that decision in the Commission’s favor, I 

write to renew the June 28 request, as well as to answer questions some States raised about the 

request’s scope and the Commission’s intent regarding its use of the registration records.  I 

appreciate the cooperation of chief election officials from more than 30 States who have already 

responded to the June 28 request and either agreed to provide these publicly available records, or 

are currently evaluating what specific records they may provide in accordance with their State 

laws.  

Like you, I serve as the chief election official of my State. And like you, ensuring the privacy 

and security of any non-public voter information is a high priority.  My June 28 letter only 

requested information that is already available to the public under the laws of your State, which 

is information that States regularly provide to political candidates, journalists, and other 

interested members of the public.  As you know, federal law requires the States to maintain 

certain voter registration information and make it available to the public pursuant to the National 

Voter Registration Act (NVRA) and the Help America Vote Act (HAVA).  The Commission 

recognizes that State laws differ regarding what specific voter registration information is publicly 

available. 

I want to assure you that the Commission will not publicly release any personally identifiable 

information regarding any individual voter or any group of voters from the voter registration 

records you submit.  Individuals’ voter registration records will be kept confidential and secure 

throughout the duration of the Commission’s existence.  Once the Commission’s analysis is 



complete, the Commission will dispose of the data as permitted by federal law. The only 

information that will be made public are statistical conclusions drawn from the data, other 

general observations that may be drawn from the data, and any correspondence that you may 

send to the Commission in response to the narrative questions enumerated in the June 28 letter.  

Let me be clear, the Commission will not release any personally identifiable information from 

voter registration records to the public.  

In addition, to address issues raised in recent litigation regarding the data transfer portal, the 

Commission is offering a new tool for you to transmit data directly to the White House computer 

system.  To securely submit your State’s data, please have a member of your staff contact Ron 

Williams on the Commission’s staff at ElectionIntegrityStaff@ovp.eop.gov and provide his or 

her contact information. Commission staff will then reach out to your point of contact to provide 

detailed instructions for submitting the data securely. 

The Commission will approach all of its work without preconceived conclusions or 

prejudgments.  The Members of this bipartisan Commission are interested in gathering facts and 

going where those facts lead.  We take seriously the Commissions’ mission pursuant to 

Executive Order 13799 to identify those laws, rules, policies, activities, strategies, and practices 

that either enhance or undermine the integrity of elections processes.  I look forward to working 

with you in the months ahead to advance those objectives. 

Sincerely,  

 

 

Kris W. Kobach 

Vice Chair 

Presidential Advisory Commission on Election Integrity  

mailto:ElectionIntegrityStaff@ovp.eop.gov


 
July 26, 2017 

 

Office of the Secretary of State of Vermont 

The Honorable Jim Condos, Secretary of State 

128 State Street 

Montpelier, VT 05633 

 

Dear Secretary Condos, 

 

In my capacity as Vice Chair of the Presidential Advisory Commission on Election Integrity, I 

wrote to you on June 28, 2017, to request publicly available voter registration records.  On July 

10, 2017, the Commission staff requested that you delay submitting any records until the U.S. 

District Court for the District of Columbia ruled on a motion from the Electronic Privacy 

Information Center that sought to prevent the Commission from receiving the records. On July 

24, 2017, the court denied that motion.  In light of that decision in the Commission’s favor, I 

write to renew the June 28 request, as well as to answer questions some States raised about the 

request’s scope and the Commission’s intent regarding its use of the registration records.  I 

appreciate the cooperation of chief election officials from more than 30 States who have already 

responded to the June 28 request and either agreed to provide these publicly available records, or 

are currently evaluating what specific records they may provide in accordance with their State 

laws.  

Like you, I serve as the chief election official of my State. And like you, ensuring the privacy 

and security of any non-public voter information is a high priority.  My June 28 letter only 

requested information that is already available to the public under the laws of your State, which 

is information that States regularly provide to political candidates, journalists, and other 

interested members of the public.  As you know, federal law requires the States to maintain 

certain voter registration information and make it available to the public pursuant to the National 

Voter Registration Act (NVRA) and the Help America Vote Act (HAVA).  The Commission 

recognizes that State laws differ regarding what specific voter registration information is publicly 

available. 

I want to assure you that the Commission will not publicly release any personally identifiable 

information regarding any individual voter or any group of voters from the voter registration 

records you submit.  Individuals’ voter registration records will be kept confidential and secure 

throughout the duration of the Commission’s existence.  Once the Commission’s analysis is 



complete, the Commission will dispose of the data as permitted by federal law. The only 

information that will be made public are statistical conclusions drawn from the data, other 

general observations that may be drawn from the data, and any correspondence that you may 

send to the Commission in response to the narrative questions enumerated in the June 28 letter.  

Let me be clear, the Commission will not release any personally identifiable information from 

voter registration records to the public.  

In addition, to address issues raised in recent litigation regarding the data transfer portal, the 

Commission is offering a new tool for you to transmit data directly to the White House computer 

system.  To securely submit your State’s data, please have a member of your staff contact Ron 

Williams on the Commission’s staff at ElectionIntegrityStaff@ovp.eop.gov and provide his or 

her contact information. Commission staff will then reach out to your point of contact to provide 

detailed instructions for submitting the data securely. 

The Commission will approach all of its work without preconceived conclusions or 

prejudgments.  The Members of this bipartisan Commission are interested in gathering facts and 

going where those facts lead.  We take seriously the Commissions’ mission pursuant to 

Executive Order 13799 to identify those laws, rules, policies, activities, strategies, and practices 

that either enhance or undermine the integrity of elections processes.  I look forward to working 

with you in the months ahead to advance those objectives. 

Sincerely,  

 

 

Kris W. Kobach 

Vice Chair 

Presidential Advisory Commission on Election Integrity  

mailto:ElectionIntegrityStaff@ovp.eop.gov


 
July 26, 2017 

 

Virginia Department of Elections 

Mr. Edgardo Cortés, Commissioner 

Washington Building, 1100 Bank Street, First Floor 

Richmond, VA 23219 

 

Dear Commissioner Cortés, 

 

In my capacity as Vice Chair of the Presidential Advisory Commission on Election Integrity, I 

wrote to you on June 28, 2017, to request publicly available voter registration records.  On July 

10, 2017, the Commission staff requested that you delay submitting any records until the U.S. 

District Court for the District of Columbia ruled on a motion from the Electronic Privacy 

Information Center that sought to prevent the Commission from receiving the records. On July 

24, 2017, the court denied that motion.  In light of that decision in the Commission’s favor, I 

write to renew the June 28 request, as well as to answer questions some States raised about the 

request’s scope and the Commission’s intent regarding its use of the registration records.  I 

appreciate the cooperation of chief election officials from more than 30 States who have already 

responded to the June 28 request and either agreed to provide these publicly available records, or 

are currently evaluating what specific records they may provide in accordance with their State 

laws.  

Like you, I serve as the chief election official of my State. And like you, ensuring the privacy 

and security of any non-public voter information is a high priority.  My June 28 letter only 

requested information that is already available to the public under the laws of your State, which 

is information that States regularly provide to political candidates, journalists, and other 

interested members of the public.  As you know, federal law requires the States to maintain 

certain voter registration information and make it available to the public pursuant to the National 

Voter Registration Act (NVRA) and the Help America Vote Act (HAVA).  The Commission 

recognizes that State laws differ regarding what specific voter registration information is publicly 

available. 

I want to assure you that the Commission will not publicly release any personally identifiable 

information regarding any individual voter or any group of voters from the voter registration 

records you submit.  Individuals’ voter registration records will be kept confidential and secure 

throughout the duration of the Commission’s existence.  Once the Commission’s analysis is 



complete, the Commission will dispose of the data as permitted by federal law. The only 

information that will be made public are statistical conclusions drawn from the data, other 

general observations that may be drawn from the data, and any correspondence that you may 

send to the Commission in response to the narrative questions enumerated in the June 28 letter.  

Let me be clear, the Commission will not release any personally identifiable information from 

voter registration records to the public.  

In addition, to address issues raised in recent litigation regarding the data transfer portal, the 

Commission is offering a new tool for you to transmit data directly to the White House computer 

system.  To securely submit your State’s data, please have a member of your staff contact Ron 

Williams on the Commission’s staff at ElectionIntegrityStaff@ovp.eop.gov and provide his or 

her contact information. Commission staff will then reach out to your point of contact to provide 

detailed instructions for submitting the data securely. 

The Commission will approach all of its work without preconceived conclusions or 

prejudgments.  The Members of this bipartisan Commission are interested in gathering facts and 

going where those facts lead.  We take seriously the Commissions’ mission pursuant to 

Executive Order 13799 to identify those laws, rules, policies, activities, strategies, and practices 

that either enhance or undermine the integrity of elections processes.  I look forward to working 

with you in the months ahead to advance those objectives. 

Sincerely,  

 

 

Kris W. Kobach 

Vice Chair 

Presidential Advisory Commission on Election Integrity  

mailto:ElectionIntegrityStaff@ovp.eop.gov


 
July 26, 2017 

 

Office of the Secretary of State of Washington 

The Honorable Kim Wyman, Secretary of State 

PO Box 40220 

Olympia, WA 98504 

 

Dear Secretary Wyman, 

 

In my capacity as Vice Chair of the Presidential Advisory Commission on Election Integrity, I 

wrote to you on June 28, 2017, to request publicly available voter registration records.  On July 

10, 2017, the Commission staff requested that you delay submitting any records until the U.S. 

District Court for the District of Columbia ruled on a motion from the Electronic Privacy 

Information Center that sought to prevent the Commission from receiving the records. On July 

24, 2017, the court denied that motion.  In light of that decision in the Commission’s favor, I 

write to renew the June 28 request, as well as to answer questions some States raised about the 

request’s scope and the Commission’s intent regarding its use of the registration records.  I 

appreciate the cooperation of chief election officials from more than 30 States who have already 

responded to the June 28 request and either agreed to provide these publicly available records, or 

are currently evaluating what specific records they may provide in accordance with their State 

laws.  

Like you, I serve as the chief election official of my State. And like you, ensuring the privacy 

and security of any non-public voter information is a high priority.  My June 28 letter only 

requested information that is already available to the public under the laws of your State, which 

is information that States regularly provide to political candidates, journalists, and other 

interested members of the public.  As you know, federal law requires the States to maintain 

certain voter registration information and make it available to the public pursuant to the National 

Voter Registration Act (NVRA) and the Help America Vote Act (HAVA).  The Commission 

recognizes that State laws differ regarding what specific voter registration information is publicly 

available. 

I want to assure you that the Commission will not publicly release any personally identifiable 

information regarding any individual voter or any group of voters from the voter registration 

records you submit.  Individuals’ voter registration records will be kept confidential and secure 

throughout the duration of the Commission’s existence.  Once the Commission’s analysis is 



complete, the Commission will dispose of the data as permitted by federal law. The only 

information that will be made public are statistical conclusions drawn from the data, other 

general observations that may be drawn from the data, and any correspondence that you may 

send to the Commission in response to the narrative questions enumerated in the June 28 letter.  

Let me be clear, the Commission will not release any personally identifiable information from 

voter registration records to the public.  

In addition, to address issues raised in recent litigation regarding the data transfer portal, the 

Commission is offering a new tool for you to transmit data directly to the White House computer 

system.  To securely submit your State’s data, please have a member of your staff contact Ron 

Williams on the Commission’s staff at ElectionIntegrityStaff@ovp.eop.gov and provide his or 

her contact information. Commission staff will then reach out to your point of contact to provide 

detailed instructions for submitting the data securely. 

The Commission will approach all of its work without preconceived conclusions or 

prejudgments.  The Members of this bipartisan Commission are interested in gathering facts and 

going where those facts lead.  We take seriously the Commissions’ mission pursuant to 

Executive Order 13799 to identify those laws, rules, policies, activities, strategies, and practices 

that either enhance or undermine the integrity of elections processes.  I look forward to working 

with you in the months ahead to advance those objectives. 

Sincerely,  

 

 

Kris W. Kobach 

Vice Chair 

Presidential Advisory Commission on Election Integrity  

mailto:ElectionIntegrityStaff@ovp.eop.gov


 
July 26, 2017 

 

Office of the Secretary of State of West Virginia 

The Honorable Andrew Warner, Secretary of State 

1900 Kanawha Blvd. East, Suite 157-K 

Charleston, WV 25305 

 

Dear Secretary Warner, 

 

In my capacity as Vice Chair of the Presidential Advisory Commission on Election Integrity, I 

wrote to you on June 28, 2017, to request publicly available voter registration records.  On July 

10, 2017, the Commission staff requested that you delay submitting any records until the U.S. 

District Court for the District of Columbia ruled on a motion from the Electronic Privacy 

Information Center that sought to prevent the Commission from receiving the records. On July 

24, 2017, the court denied that motion.  In light of that decision in the Commission’s favor, I 

write to renew the June 28 request, as well as to answer questions some States raised about the 

request’s scope and the Commission’s intent regarding its use of the registration records.  I 

appreciate the cooperation of chief election officials from more than 30 States who have already 

responded to the June 28 request and either agreed to provide these publicly available records, or 

are currently evaluating what specific records they may provide in accordance with their State 

laws.  

Like you, I serve as the chief election official of my State. And like you, ensuring the privacy 

and security of any non-public voter information is a high priority.  My June 28 letter only 

requested information that is already available to the public under the laws of your State, which 

is information that States regularly provide to political candidates, journalists, and other 

interested members of the public.  As you know, federal law requires the States to maintain 

certain voter registration information and make it available to the public pursuant to the National 

Voter Registration Act (NVRA) and the Help America Vote Act (HAVA).  The Commission 

recognizes that State laws differ regarding what specific voter registration information is publicly 

available. 

I want to assure you that the Commission will not publicly release any personally identifiable 

information regarding any individual voter or any group of voters from the voter registration 

records you submit.  Individuals’ voter registration records will be kept confidential and secure 

throughout the duration of the Commission’s existence.  Once the Commission’s analysis is 



complete, the Commission will dispose of the data as permitted by federal law. The only 

information that will be made public are statistical conclusions drawn from the data, other 

general observations that may be drawn from the data, and any correspondence that you may 

send to the Commission in response to the narrative questions enumerated in the June 28 letter.  

Let me be clear, the Commission will not release any personally identifiable information from 

voter registration records to the public.  

In addition, to address issues raised in recent litigation regarding the data transfer portal, the 

Commission is offering a new tool for you to transmit data directly to the White House computer 

system.  To securely submit your State’s data, please have a member of your staff contact Ron 

Williams on the Commission’s staff at ElectionIntegrityStaff@ovp.eop.gov and provide his or 

her contact information. Commission staff will then reach out to your point of contact to provide 

detailed instructions for submitting the data securely. 

The Commission will approach all of its work without preconceived conclusions or 

prejudgments.  The Members of this bipartisan Commission are interested in gathering facts and 

going where those facts lead.  We take seriously the Commissions’ mission pursuant to 

Executive Order 13799 to identify those laws, rules, policies, activities, strategies, and practices 

that either enhance or undermine the integrity of elections processes.  I look forward to working 

with you in the months ahead to advance those objectives. 

Sincerely,  

 

 

Kris W. Kobach 

Vice Chair 

Presidential Advisory Commission on Election Integrity  

mailto:ElectionIntegrityStaff@ovp.eop.gov


 
July 26, 2017 

 

Wisconsin Elections Commission 

Mr. Michael Haas, Administrator 

P.O. Box 7984 

Madison, WI 53707 

 

Dear Administrator Haas, 

 

In my capacity as Vice Chair of the Presidential Advisory Commission on Election Integrity, I 

wrote to you on June 28, 2017, to request publicly available voter registration records.  On July 

10, 2017, the Commission staff requested that you delay submitting any records until the U.S. 

District Court for the District of Columbia ruled on a motion from the Electronic Privacy 

Information Center that sought to prevent the Commission from receiving the records. On July 

24, 2017, the court denied that motion.  In light of that decision in the Commission’s favor, I 

write to renew the June 28 request, as well as to answer questions some States raised about the 

request’s scope and the Commission’s intent regarding its use of the registration records.  I 

appreciate the cooperation of chief election officials from more than 30 States who have already 

responded to the June 28 request and either agreed to provide these publicly available records, or 

are currently evaluating what specific records they may provide in accordance with their State 

laws.  

Like you, I serve as the chief election official of my State. And like you, ensuring the privacy 

and security of any non-public voter information is a high priority.  My June 28 letter only 

requested information that is already available to the public under the laws of your State, which 

is information that States regularly provide to political candidates, journalists, and other 

interested members of the public.  As you know, federal law requires the States to maintain 

certain voter registration information and make it available to the public pursuant to the National 

Voter Registration Act (NVRA) and the Help America Vote Act (HAVA).  The Commission 

recognizes that State laws differ regarding what specific voter registration information is publicly 

available. 

I want to assure you that the Commission will not publicly release any personally identifiable 

information regarding any individual voter or any group of voters from the voter registration 

records you submit.  Individuals’ voter registration records will be kept confidential and secure 

throughout the duration of the Commission’s existence.  Once the Commission’s analysis is 



complete, the Commission will dispose of the data as permitted by federal law. The only 

information that will be made public are statistical conclusions drawn from the data, other 

general observations that may be drawn from the data, and any correspondence that you may 

send to the Commission in response to the narrative questions enumerated in the June 28 letter.  

Let me be clear, the Commission will not release any personally identifiable information from 

voter registration records to the public.  

In addition, to address issues raised in recent litigation regarding the data transfer portal, the 

Commission is offering a new tool for you to transmit data directly to the White House computer 

system.  To securely submit your State’s data, please have a member of your staff contact Ron 

Williams on the Commission’s staff at ElectionIntegrityStaff@ovp.eop.gov and provide his or 

her contact information. Commission staff will then reach out to your point of contact to provide 

detailed instructions for submitting the data securely. 

The Commission will approach all of its work without preconceived conclusions or 

prejudgments.  The Members of this bipartisan Commission are interested in gathering facts and 

going where those facts lead.  We take seriously the Commissions’ mission pursuant to 

Executive Order 13799 to identify those laws, rules, policies, activities, strategies, and practices 

that either enhance or undermine the integrity of elections processes.  I look forward to working 

with you in the months ahead to advance those objectives. 

Sincerely,  

 

 

Kris W. Kobach 

Vice Chair 

Presidential Advisory Commission on Election Integrity  

mailto:ElectionIntegrityStaff@ovp.eop.gov


 
July 26, 2017 

 

Office of the Secretary of State of Wyoming 

The Honorable Ed Murray, Secretary of State 

2020 Carey Avenue, Suite 600 

Cheyenne, WY 82002 

 

Dear Secretary Murray, 

 

In my capacity as Vice Chair of the Presidential Advisory Commission on Election Integrity, I 

wrote to you on June 28, 2017, to request publicly available voter registration records.  On July 

10, 2017, the Commission staff requested that you delay submitting any records until the U.S. 

District Court for the District of Columbia ruled on a motion from the Electronic Privacy 

Information Center that sought to prevent the Commission from receiving the records. On July 

24, 2017, the court denied that motion.  In light of that decision in the Commission’s favor, I 

write to renew the June 28 request, as well as to answer questions some States raised about the 

request’s scope and the Commission’s intent regarding its use of the registration records.  I 

appreciate the cooperation of chief election officials from more than 30 States who have already 

responded to the June 28 request and either agreed to provide these publicly available records, or 

are currently evaluating what specific records they may provide in accordance with their State 

laws.  

Like you, I serve as the chief election official of my State. And like you, ensuring the privacy 

and security of any non-public voter information is a high priority.  My June 28 letter only 

requested information that is already available to the public under the laws of your State, which 

is information that States regularly provide to political candidates, journalists, and other 

interested members of the public.  As you know, federal law requires the States to maintain 

certain voter registration information and make it available to the public pursuant to the National 

Voter Registration Act (NVRA) and the Help America Vote Act (HAVA).  The Commission 

recognizes that State laws differ regarding what specific voter registration information is publicly 

available. 

I want to assure you that the Commission will not publicly release any personally identifiable 

information regarding any individual voter or any group of voters from the voter registration 

records you submit.  Individuals’ voter registration records will be kept confidential and secure 

throughout the duration of the Commission’s existence.  Once the Commission’s analysis is 



complete, the Commission will dispose of the data as permitted by federal law. The only 

information that will be made public are statistical conclusions drawn from the data, other 

general observations that may be drawn from the data, and any correspondence that you may 

send to the Commission in response to the narrative questions enumerated in the June 28 letter.  

Let me be clear, the Commission will not release any personally identifiable information from 

voter registration records to the public.  

In addition, to address issues raised in recent litigation regarding the data transfer portal, the 

Commission is offering a new tool for you to transmit data directly to the White House computer 

system.  To securely submit your State’s data, please have a member of your staff contact Ron 

Williams on the Commission’s staff at ElectionIntegrityStaff@ovp.eop.gov and provide his or 

her contact information. Commission staff will then reach out to your point of contact to provide 

detailed instructions for submitting the data securely. 

The Commission will approach all of its work without preconceived conclusions or 

prejudgments.  The Members of this bipartisan Commission are interested in gathering facts and 

going where those facts lead.  We take seriously the Commissions’ mission pursuant to 

Executive Order 13799 to identify those laws, rules, policies, activities, strategies, and practices 

that either enhance or undermine the integrity of elections processes.  I look forward to working 

with you in the months ahead to advance those objectives. 

Sincerely,  

 

 

Kris W. Kobach 

Vice Chair 

Presidential Advisory Commission on Election Integrity  

 

mailto:ElectionIntegrityStaff@ovp.eop.gov

